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FOR  THE-EYANGELIST. 


THE  OBJECT  AND  MANNER  OF  GOSPEL  PREACHING, 

A 

Every  mao,  who  engages  in  business,  ought  to  understand  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  employment,  and  the  means  necessary  to  accomplish  that 
Object.  Ju  no  business  is  this  more  necessary,  than  in  the  work  of 
gospel  ministers.  Destitute  of  correct  views  on  this  point,  though 
tbeirhearts  may  be  right  and  their  designs  good,  yet  are  they  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  wandering  from  the  way.  They  are  liable  to  employ  means, 
which  are  not  only  unfit  to  secure  the  end,  but  which  are  directly 
calculated  to  defeat  the  object,  for  which  they  labor.  It  is  also  ne¬ 
cessary  that  those,  to.  whom  they  preach,  should  be  correctly  informed 
on  this  subjeltt ;  otherwise,  they  will  be  liable,  not  only  to  embrace 
the  dangerous  sentiments  of  false  teachers,  but,  also,  to  imbibe  strong 
prejudices  against  the  truth,  and  against  those,  by  whom  it  is  faithfully 
declared.  If  we  would  enter  on  an  enquiry  into  this  subject,  and 
proceed  with  safety,  we  must  depend  on  the  scriptures  of  inspired 
truth  for  all  our  instructions.  By  them  we  are  taught,  for  what  pur¬ 
pose  gospel  ministers  ^re  commissioned,  and  also,  how  they  must 
proceed,  to  be  instrumental  in  the  accomplishment  of  that  purpose. 
The  object,  for  which  they  are  commissioned,  is  the  same  as  that 
for  which  Christ  died.  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  on  him  should  not  perish, 
but  have  everlasting  life.”  The  institution  of  the  gospel  ministiy  is  a 
fruit  of  the  same  love,  and  designed  as  a  necessary  instrument  for  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  the  same  object.  Christ  died  that  those,  who  believe, 
may  be  saved  ;  and  ministers  are  sent  to  preach,  that  sinners  may 
believe.  As  it  is  written,  **  How  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom 
they  have  not  heard  ?  and  how  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher  ? 
and  how  shall*  they  preach  except  they  be  sent?”  For  it  hath 

pleased  God,  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching,  to  save  them  that 
believe.”  If  we  could  obtain  a  correct  view  of  the  moral  state  of 
mankind,  by  nature,  it  would  greatly  facilitate  our  enquiry  into  the 
object  of  the  Christian  ministry.  According  to  the  representations  of 
inspired  truth,  mankind  are  in  a  most  deplorable  state  ;  **  dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins  ;”  without  hope  and  without  God  in  the  world 
subject  to  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  which  is  emmty  against  God, 
not  subject  to  his  law,  neither  indeed  can  be  XMNadefliiied  already^ 
and  justly  exposed  to  eternal  misery.  Whether  my  readers  have^ 
VoL.  I..  •  41 
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ever  felt  that  such  is  their  situation,  or  Tiot,  this  I  think  they  must 
know,  if  they  have  ever  carefully  read  their  bibles,  that  such  is  the, 
account,  which  is  there  given,  of  the  natural  state  of  man.  Through 
Jesus  Christ,  God  has  opened  a  way  in  which  he  can  extend  mercy  to 
sinners,  pardon  their  offences,  receive  them  to  favor,  and  make  them 
forever  happy.  But  this  way  is  not  such  as  will  admit  them  to  this 
invaluable  blessing,  unless  they  undergo  an  essential  change.  For,  if 
God  should  pardon  them,  and  even  admit  them  to  heaven,  unless 
their  hearts  were  essentially  changed,  they  could  not  be  happy. 
While  their  unbelieving  hearts  were  blind  to  the  beauty  of  holiness, 
and  the  excellency  of  the  divine  character,  their  carnal  mind,  which 
is  enmity  against  God,  would  be  forever  disquieted  with  the  holy  so¬ 
ciety  and  employments  of  heaven.  In  a  situation  like  this,  it  is 
easy  to  see  that  mankind  would  be  infinitely  wretched.  Hence,  it  is 
indispensably  necessary,  that  the  hearts  of  sinners  should  be  changed. 
Instead  of  evil  hearts  of  unbelief,  which  are  enmity  against 
God,  opposed  to  his  character,  and  disgusted  with  his  wor¬ 
ship,  they  must  be  so  changed  as  to  have  hearts  which  ai^e  friendly  to 
him,  love  his  character,  and  supremely  delight  in  his  service.  l*he 
preaching  of  the  gospel  was  instituted  to  effect  this  necessary  change. 

The  object  of  the  atonement  is,  to  open  a  door  for  those,  who  arc 
thus  changed,  to  be  pardoned,  while  the  object  of  the  Christian  minis¬ 
try  is,  to  effect  that  change.  The  object,  therefore,  for  which  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  gospel  are  called  to  labor,  is  to  effect,  by  their  instrumen¬ 
tality,  an  essential  change  in  the  hearts  of  sinners.  1  say,'  by  their 
instrumentality,  because  they  canniK  do  any  thing  towards  it  in  any 
other  way.  The  power,  which  efficiently  works  to  produce  the 
change,  is  of  God.  “  Who  then  is  Paul,  and  who  is  AppolloSj^but 
ministers,  by  whom  ye  believed,  even  as  the  Lord  gave  to  every 
man  ?  I  have  planted,  Apollos  watered  ;  but  God  gave  the  increase. 
So,  then,  neither  he  that  planteth  any  thing,  Neither  he  that  watereth,  but 
God  that  giveth  the  increase.*’  The  treasure  of  the  gospel  is  committed 
to  earthern  vessels,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of 
God.”  If,  then,  the  hearts  of  sinners  are  ever  changed,  God  must 
change  them.  Gospel  preaching  is  merely  the  instrument,  by  which, 
in  a  sovereign  manner,  be  performs  this  work.  The  object,  therefore, 
for  which  gospel  ministers  should  strive,  is  not  to  administer  consola¬ 
tion  to  sinners,  while  they  remain  in  possession  of  their  evil  hearts  ;  nor 
IS  it  merely  to  reform  their  external  manners,  and  cherish,  what  some 
call  the  social  virtues,”  which  might  consist  with  the  same  heart 
of  enmity  against  God ;  but  it  is,  to  be  instrumental  In  effecting  an 
essential  change  in  their  hearts. 

The  manner,  in  which  ministers  should  labor  to  effect  this  invalua¬ 
ble  change,  demands  particular  attention. 

The  apostle  Paul,  who  “  was  separated  unto  the  gospel  of  God,’’ 
by  a  supernatural  interposition,  and  endued  with  grace  to  magnify  his 
office,  as  a  gospel  teacher,  undoubtedly  adopted  that  mode  of  preach¬ 
ing,  which  was  best  calculated  to  secure  the  object  for  which  be  la¬ 
bored.  The  manner  which  he  adopted,  he  informs  us,  was  testifying 
repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jesus  Ohrist. 
Whether  he  preached  to  Jews  or  Greeks  ;  whether  he  taught  in  pub¬ 
lic  discourses,  br  in  private  visits  from  house  to  house  ;  his  instructions 
were  thevame.  He  prgedthe  necessity  of  repentance  and  faith.  In 
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doing  this,  he  kept  back  nothiog  which  was  profitable”  to  them.  In 
doing  this,  he  did  the  same  which  he  implied,  whenever  he  prayed 
pinners,  in  Christ’s  stead,  to  be  reconciled  to  God  ;  for  faith  and  re- 
pentance  are  merely  the  exercises  of  a  renewed  heart.  The  differ¬ 
ence  between  them  does  not  consist  in  the  nature  of  the  heart,  from 
whence  they  flow ;  but,  rather,  in  the  difference  of  the  objects  by 
which  they  are  excited.  The  exercises  of  a  reconciled  heart,  in 
view  of  the  excellency  of  the  divine  character,  against  which  sin  is 
committed,  wpl,  of  necessity,  imply  repentance.  Exercises  of  the 
same  heart,  in  view  of  the  blood  of  Christ,  shed  as  a  propitiation  for 
sin,  will,  of  the  same  necessity,  imply  faith.  He,  who  loves  God, 
and  understands  the  gospel  scheme  of  atonement,  mast  feel,  not  only 
selfrloathing  for  sin,  but  also  a  humble  confidence  of  pardon  in  the 
“  blood  of  the  covenant.”  When,  therefore,  Paul  testified  repen¬ 
tance  towards  God,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  he 
preached  to  sinners,  that  they  must  experience  a  change  of  heart. 
He  plainly  testified  to  them,  that,  since  their  minds  were  enmity 
against  G<^,  so  that  they  could  not  be  subject  to  his  law  ;  since  they 
had  no  love  for  the  Savior,  so  that  they  could  not  be  pleased  with  the 
plan  of  salvation  by  him  ;  since  their  affections  were  so  selfish,  as  to 
lead  them  constantly  into  the  practice  of  sin  ;  their  hearts  must  be  so 
completely  changed,  as  to  reverse  all  these  things  ;  they  must  be  so 
changed,  as  to  turn  all  their  passions  into  new  channels  ;  they  must 
love  God  in  such  a  manner  as  would  lead  them  to  delight  in  his  law 
after  the  inner  man ;  they  must  feel  that  love  for  the  character  of 
Christ,  which  would  lead  them  to  approve,  heartily,  of  the  plan  of  sal¬ 
vation  which  he  offers  ;  they  must  so  relinquish  their  selfish  inclinations 
and  feelings,  as  to  become  subject  to  that  charity,  which  seeketh  not 
her  own,  which  would  lead  them  to  love  each  other,  with  a  pure  heart, 
as  fervently  as  they  had  ever  loved  themselves  ;  they  must,  from  in¬ 
clination  and  choice,  renounce  every  practice  of  sin,  and  return,  with 
their  whole  souls,  to  the  service  of  God.  He  testified  to  them,  that 
since  their  carnal  mind  was  so  averse  to  acts  of  holy  worship,  that 
could  they  be  admitted  into  heaven,  with  such  a  disposition,  the  holy 
employments  of  the  place  would  be  forever  irksome,  they  must  be 
so  completely  changed,  that  an  endless  engagagement,  in  acts  of  most 
holy  worship,  could  never  cease  to  be,  in  the  highest  degree,  de¬ 
lightsome.  In  short,  he  testified  to  them,  that  they  must  relinquish 
all  their  rebellious  conduct,  give  up  their  unfriendly  feelings,  and 
enlist,  heartily,  in  the  service  of  God.  This  was  the  tenor  of  his 
preaching  wherever  he  went ;  whether  to  the  Jews  or  to  the  Greeks, 
whether  in  public  or  in  private.  If  sinners  ever  inquired  what  they 
should  do  to  be  saved,  he  was  always  ready  to  answer  them,  repent 
of  sin,  and  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  When  he  was  exami¬ 
ned  before  Agrippa,  concerning  an  accusation  brought  against  him  by 
the  Jews,  having  liberty  to  speak, for  himself,  he  declared  the  mi¬ 
raculous  manner  of  his  conversion,  his  especial  call  to  the  work  of 
an  apostle,  and  the  particular  manner  in  which  he  had  obeyed  that  call. 

Whereupon,  O  King  Agrippa,  I  was  not  disobedient  unto  the  heav¬ 
enly  vision  ;  but  shewed  first  unto  them  of  Damaecus,  and  at  Jeruse- 
lem,  and  throughout  all  the  coasts  of  Judea,  and  th9.^to  the  Gkntiles, 
that  they  should  repent  and  turn  to  God.”  This,  ^  was  his 
manner  of  preaching ;  and  this  manner  was  in  obe^iHM^  * 
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enly  vision  ;  agreeable  to  the  commands  of  Jesus,  who  appeared  to 
him  for  this  purpose,  to  make  him  a  minister,  &c.  Whether  he 
preached  at  Damascus,  Jerusalem,  throughout  the  coasts  of  Judea,  or 
to  the  Gentiles,  this  was  his  manner,  and  this  was  as  Jesus  directed 
him  to  preach.  He  gave  them  no  directions  which  they  could  fo  1- 
low,  and  remain  in  their  impenitence  and  unbelief.  He  gave  them  no 
directions  with  which  they  could  comply,  short  of  a  change  of  heart. 
Nor  were  these  instructions  peculiar  to  his  public  preaching  and 
private  conversation.  The  great  object  of  his  writings  was  evidently 
to  explain  and  enforce  the  same  duty.  Nor  was  he  the  only  inspired 
teacher,  who  adopted  and  pursued  this  mode.  It  was  exemplified  by 
the  prophets,  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  other  apostles.  The  inspired 
writers  completely  harmonize  in  the  requirements  which  they  make 
of  sinners.  Isaiah,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  forbade  the  vain  obla¬ 
tions  of  Israel.  Bring  no  more  oblations  ;  incense  is  an  abomina¬ 
tion.”  “  Wash  ye  ;  make  you  clean  ;  put  away  the  evil  of  your 
doings.”  Jeremiah  commanded  them,  “  turn  ye  backsliding  chil¬ 
dren.  Thoroughly  amend  your  ways,  which  are  not  good.”  Ezeki¬ 
el  said,  “  cast  away  from  you  all  your  transgressions,  and  make  you  a 
new  heart,  and  a  new  spirit,  for  why  will  ye  die,  O  House  of  Israel  ?” 
Hosea  exhorted,  O  Israel,  return  unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  for  thou 
hast  fallen  by  thine  own  iniquity.”  Joel  commanded  them  to  rend 
their  heart,  and  not  their  garment,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord  their  God.” 
Such  is  the  language  of  the  prophets,  which  they  addressed  to  sin¬ 
ners.  In  the  new  testament,  the  same  requirements  are  uniformly 
msde.  John  commenced  his  mission,  by  testifying  repentance.  The 
first  messages  of  our  Lord  were,  “  Repent,  for  the  kingdom  of  heav¬ 
en  is  at  hand.”  He  commissioned  his  disciples  to  do  the  same.  Mark 
tells  us,  that  those,  who  were  sent  out  two  and  two,v  “  went  out  and 
preached  that  men  should  repent.”  Our  Lord,  just  before  his  as¬ 
cension,  gave  a  general  commission  to  his  disciples,  which  was  also 
designed  for  their  successors  in  the  ministerial  office  ;  Go  ye  into 
all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.  He  that  be- 
lieveth,  and  is  baptised,  shall  be  saved  ;  but  he  that  believeth  not,  shall 
be  damned.”  When  Peter  preached,  on  the  day  of  pentecost,  he  di¬ 
rected  his  hearers,  who  were  “  pricked  in  their  hearts,”  to  “  repent.” 
He  concluded  the  discourse,  which  he  delivered  to  those,  who  saw  the 
miracle  of  healing,  which  he  wrought  on  the  lame  man,  at  the  gate  of 
the  temple,  with  an  exhortation  to  “  repent  and  be  converted.” 

He  gave  the  same  direction  to  Simon  the  sorcerer,  when  he  perceiv¬ 
ed  that  his  heart  was  not  right  with  God.  Repent  and  pray  God.  if 
the  thought  of  thine  heart  may  be  forgiven  thee.”  James  followed  the 
same  gospel  method  of  addressing  sinners.  Cleanse  your  hands,  ye 
sinners,  and  purify  your  hearts  ye  double  minded.”  This  is  evidently 
the  tenor  of  ^1  the  commands  and  exhortations,  which  run  through  the 
'  bible.  This,  therefore,  must  be  that  kind  of  preaching,  by  which  gos¬ 
pel  ministers  are  bound  to  labor  for  the  conversion  of  sinners.  Like 
Paul,  they  must  testify  “repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  towards 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  They  have  neither  authority,  nor  example, 
’  for  ^ving  any  directions,  which  may  be  complied  with,  without  repent¬ 
ance  and  faith ;  nor  for  encouraging  sinners  to  place  any  dependance 
on  any  doings  whatever,  which  do  not  involve  right  affections  of  heart. 
I  wotdd  not,  however,  imply,  that  the  preaching  and  writings  of  Paul, 


Youth  reminded  of  approaching  Judgement.  323 

the  other  apostles,  ot  prophets,  were  confined  to  mere  exhortations  to 
repentance  and  faith.  For  this  v^as  not  the  case.  When  they  urged 
the  necessity  of  these  graces,  they  would  naturally  exhibit  the  reasons, 
why  they  are  indispensable.  Doing  this,  would  lead  to  a  discussion  of 
the  various  doctrines  of  the  gospel  in  their  order  and  connexion. — 
These  would  be,  so  many  powerful  motives  to  induce  men  to  repent 
and  believe.  Urging  the  necessity  of  repentance  would  imply,  that 
mankind  are  sinners,  and  under  the  don^inion  of  corrupt  hearts.  This 
would  naturally  lead  to  discuss  the  subject  of  man’s  depravity.  Testi¬ 
fying  repentance  would  naturally  lead  to  discourse  on  the  unreasona¬ 
bleness  of  sin.  This  would  involve  an  inquiry  into  the  reasonableness 
and  perfection  of  the  divine  law ;  to  show  that  it  is  holy,  just,  and 
good.  Testifying  repentance  would,  also,  lead  to  consider  the  great¬ 
ness  of  sin  ;  that  it  is  an  infinite  evil ;  being  committed  against  an  infi¬ 
nitely  worthy  and  excellent  being.  This  would  lead  to  discourse  on 
the  excellence  of  God’s  character ;  to  show,  that  every  operation  of 
his  universal  government  is  the  dictate  of  infinite  benevolence,  under 
the  direction  of  infinite  wisdom.  Furthermore,  urging  the  necessity  of 
repentance  would  lead  to  a  consideration  of  the  ruinous  consequences 
of  sin,  to  those  who  are  the  subjects  of  it ;  to  show,  that,  if  it  were  not 
pardoned,  and  its  power  destroyed,  it  must  inevitably  lead  to  eternal 
death.  Urging  the  necessity  o( faith  would  lead  to  a  clear  and  distinct 
discussion  of  the  plan  of  salvation,  by  Jesus  Christ ;  the  nature  and  ne¬ 
cessity  of  the  atonement ;  the  ground  of  justification,  through  faith  in 
the  blood  of  Christ ;  the  covenant  of  redemption  ;  the  riches  of  grace 
in  bestowing  pardon  ;  the  security  and  blessedness  of  those  who  be¬ 
lieve  ;  and  the  condemnation  and  wrath  under  which  those  lie,  who 
remain  impenitent.  Thus  they  undoubtedly  explained  and  enforced 
all  the  (^trines  and  precepts  of  the  gospel,  in  their  order  and  connex¬ 
ion  ;  but,  in  doing  this,  the  great  object,  for  which  they  labored,  was, 
to  place  before  their  hearers  the  most  powerful  and  commanding  mo¬ 
tives,  to  prevail  on  them  to  repent  and  believe.  The  grand  point  at 
which  they  aimed,  whether  in  describing  the  joys  of  heaven,  or  in 
painting  the  miseries  of  the  damned,  was,  by  all  means,  to  persuade  sin¬ 
ners  to  renounce  their  rebellion  and  become  reconciled  to  God.  Now, 
if  the  example  of  Christ,  the  inspired  apostles  and  prophets;  and, 
especially,  if  the  plain  commands  and  directions,  of  scripture,  have  any 
authority  to  impose  obligation  on  preachers  of  the  gospel,  who  can 
doubt  concerning  the  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  preach  ?  As 
they  have  the  example  of  these  inspired  men,  together  with  the  ex¬ 
press  commands,  under  which  they  acted,  certainly,  they  must  be  rery 
blind  to  wander  from  so  plain  a  path. 

To  be  concluded  in  our  next. 


FOR  THE  EVANGELIST 


YOUTH  REMINDED  OF  APPROACHING  JUDGMENT 


ReyoicCy  O  young  many  in  thy  youthy  and  let  thy  heart  cheer  thee  in  the 
y»  of  thy  youthy  and  walk  in  the  ways  of  thine  hearty  and  k^he  sight  of 


326  Youth  reminded  of  approaching  Judgement. 

thine  eyes ;  hut  know  thou  that  for  all  these  things.  God  will  bring  thee 
into  judgment. — Ecclesiastes  xi.  9. 

The  judgment  of  the  great  day  is  an  event  of  solemn  import,  and  in*  ^ 
volves  in  it,  consequences,  the  most  extensive.  It  is  a  scene  to  which 
we  are  fast  hastening,  and  through  which  we  must  all  pass.  It  be¬ 
comes  us,  then,  frequently  to  draw  off  our  attention  from  the  busy, 
amusing  scenes  of  time  and  sense,  and  meditate  seriously  upon  it. 
Such  meditations  cannot  fail  to  produce  salutary  effects,  as  they  will 
serve  to  dispel  levity,  restrain  from  sin,  and  impress  upon  the  mind 
the  necessity  and  importance  of  immediate  repentance  and  faith.  And 
ft  is  just  cause  of  lamentation,  that  such  meditations  are  no  more  fre¬ 
quent.  But  there  is  a  strong  propensity  in  all  the  unrenewed,  to  ban¬ 
ish  from  their  minds  the  solemn  scenes  of  the  day  of  judgment.  Con¬ 
scious  that  they  are  unprepared  for  those  awfully  interesting  scenes, 
every  recollection  of  them  disturbs  their  carnal  security,  imbitters 
their  sinful  pleasures,  overspreads  their  souls  with  terror  and  gloom, 
and  forces  thnm  in  spite  of  their  desires  to  the  contrary,  to  feel  that 
they  are  in  a  dangerous,  and  alarming  situation.  Ministers  then,  if 
they  would  effectually  consult  the  good  of  their  hearers,  must  often  re¬ 
mind  them  of  approaching  judgment.  This  made  even  Felix  tremble  ; 
and  if  realized  by  sinners  at  the  present  day,  it  cannot  fail  of  produc¬ 
ing  in  them  a  similar  effect.  It  is  impossible,  that  any  should  quietly 
indulge  in  sin,  while  the  solemn  transactions  of  the  final  judgment  are 
suitably  impressed  on  their  minds.  Of  this,  Solomon,  so  highly  cele^ 
brated  for  his  wisdqm,  was  deeply  sensible  ;  and  therefore  to  restrain 
youth  from  the  pursuit  of  sinful  pleasures,  he  reminds  them  of  a  judg-  . 
ment  to  come — assures  them  that  they  were  hastening  to  the  bar  of 
God,  where  they  must  give  an  account  of  all  their  moral  conduct. 

Rejoice,  O  young  man,  in  thy  youth,  and  let  thy  heartcheer  thee  in 
the  days  of  tby  youth,  and  walk  in  the  ways  of  thy  heart,  and  in  the 
sight  of  thine  eyes  ;  but  know  thou  that  for  all  these  things,  God  will 
bring  thee  into  judgment.”  Without  entering  into  any  examination  of 
the  different  expositions,  that  have  been  given  of  this  text,  I  would 
simply  remark  that  the  former  part  of  it,  is  without  doubt  ironical ; 
and  of  course,  like  all  other  ironical  expressions,  conveys  an  idea,  di¬ 
rectly  contrary  to  the  literal  import  of  the  terms.  Instead  of  an  en¬ 
couragement,  or  exhortation,  to  youth  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  their 
hearts  and  the  sight  of  their  eyes,  the  text  is  to  be  understood  as  a 
solemn  dissuasive  from  any  such  pursuit.  Sufficient  proof  of  this  is 
furnished  by  the  simple  fact,  that  in  the  language  of  scripture,  walk¬ 
ing  in  the  ways  of  the  heart  and  the  sight  of  the  eyes,  is  expressive  of 
a  general  course  of  sin,  or  tantamount  to  gratifying  **  the  lust  of  the 
flesh,  the  lust  of  the  eye  and  the  pride  of  life.”  If  this  view  of  the 
text  is  correct,  it  will  naturally  lead  me  to  introduce,  and  impress  on 
the  minds  of  the  young,  those  considerations  which  it  naturally  sug¬ 
gests,  to  restrain  them  from  walking  in  the  ways  of  their  hearts,  and 
the  sight  of  their  eyes.  And, 

1.  Let  me  request  you,  my  young  friends,  to  consider  the  corrup¬ 
tion  of  your  hearts,  as  one  dissuasive  from  walking  iti'  their  ways. 
This  will,  perhaps,  not  be  a  very  pleasing  consideration  to  some  of 
you,  as  youth,  in  general^  are  unwilling  to  consider  their  hearts  cor¬ 
rupt,  and  prone  to  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  their  purity  and  recti¬ 
tude.  It  is,  however,  a  matter  of  no  small  consequence,  that  joa 
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should  have  just  views  of  the  corruption  of  your  hearts,  that  you 
may  feel  your  guilt  and  danger,  and  the  necessity  of  being  renewed  in 
the  spirit  of  your  minds.  Your  hearts  are  described  in  the  scripture, 
as  being  by  nature  desperately  wicked.  We  are  assured  by  high  au¬ 
thority,  that  “  the  imagination  of  man’s  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth 
Yea,  “  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  is  only 
evil,  and  that  continually.”  ”  The  heart  of  the  sons  of  men  is  full 
of  evil ;  madness  is  in  their  hearts  while  they  live.”  Such,  my 
young  friends,  are  your  hearts.  They  contain  no  right  affections  and 
exercises  :  all  their  desires  and  propensities  have  a  wrong  tendency* 
And  is  it  safe,  or  justifiable  for  you,  to  walk  in  their  ways,  and  follow 
their  corrupt  impulses  ?  If  you  do,  where  will  they  lead  you  ?  ^Is  it 
probable  that  they  will  lead  you  to  God  ?  Pause— consider— enquire 
of  your  consciences.  Do  you  find  that  your  hearts  spontaneously 
incline  you  to  remember  your  Creator,  to  keep  his  commandments, 
and  to  seek  his  glory  ?  Or  rather,  do  you  not  find  yourselves  averse 
to  meditating  upon  his  character,  and  the  things  that  pertain  to  his 
kingdom  ?  Is  it  not  but  seldom,  that  you  think  of  the  Being  that 
made  you,  and  the  account  which  you  must  render  at  his  tribunal  ? 
And  when  you  do,  are  you  not  driven  by  the  accusations  of  a  guilty 
conscience,  and  not  sweetly  allured  by  the  inclinations  of  your 
hearts  ?  Have  you  never  read  in  your  Bibles,  that  he,  that  trust- 
eth  in  his  own  heart,  is  a  fool  ?”  And  have  you  not  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  if  you  follow  the  inclinations  of  your  hearts,  they  will  lead 
you  to  destruction  ?  Indeed,  if  your  hearts  are  corrupt,  as  the  hearts 
of  all  by  nature  are,  then  this  alone  is  a  sufiicient  reason,  why  you 
should  no  longer  walk  in  their  ways.  For  the  ways  of  the  heart,  are 
as  corrupt  as  the  heart  itself;  and  of  course,  iT  you  follow  them, 
they  will  in  the  end  lead  you  down  to  perdition  and  woe.  But, 

2.  As  another  dissuiision  from  walking  in  the  ways  of  your  hearts,  and 
the  sight  of  your  eyes,  let  me  request  you  to  consider,  that  the  Bles¬ 
sed  Qqd  is  a  constant  spectator  of  all  your  conduct.  This,  though  not 
asserted,  is  necessarily  implied,  in  the  text.  Know,  the».  that  for 
all  these  things,  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment.”  And  if,  for  all 
your  moral  conduct,  he  will  bring  you  into  judgment,  it  is  certain  that 
he  must  be  a  spectator  of  it  all.  Agreeably  to  this,  the  light  of  na¬ 
ture  teaches  us,  that  his  presence  pervades  immensity,  and  that  he  is 
constantly  with  all  his  creatures,  upholding  them  in  existence,  and  in¬ 
specting  all  their  conduct.  And  the  scriptures  assure  us,  that  he  fills 
heaven  and  earth  with  his  presence,  and  that  **  bis  eyes  are  in  every 
place,  beholding  the  evil  and  the  good.”  We  can,  therefore,  need  no 
further  proof,  that  he  is  a  constant  spectator  of  all  your  conduct.  He 
sees  you,  let  you  be  where  you  may,  or  do  what  you  will  Though 
you  have  committed  many  sins,  which  no  human  eye  ever  witnessed, 
yet  you  never  did,  nor  ever  will,  commit  a  single  iki,  but  under  the 
piercing  eye  of  Omniscience,  ho  veils  of  secr^^y  can  cover  you 
from  his  view.  If  any  of  you,  beneath  the  sable  wings  of  night, 
and  encircled  with  the  curtains  of  midnight  darkness,  perpetrate  those 
enormities,  which  you  would  be  ashamed  and  afraid  that  any  of  your  fel¬ 
low  men  should  witness,  his  omniscient^ye  penetrates  the  gloomy  shades, 
and  attentively  marks  those  secret  crimes.  And  wMli  you  are  now 
reading  these  lines,  your  very  souls  are  naked  and  the 

feelings  and  exercises,  which  these  solemn  tmtiiik-iSiiiken  in  your 


s 


}  •  . 

*  *  * 

328  Youth  reminded  of  approaching  Judgement. 

minds,  are  under  his  holy  inspection.  And  should  not  the  thought, 
that  his  eye  is  ever  upon  you,  restrain  you  from  walking  in  the  ways  of 
your  hearts,  and  the  sight  of  your  eyes  ?  The  presence  of  any  of 
your  fellow  men,  who  are  venerable  for  their  i^e,  or  their  piety  and 
knowledge,  is  generally  sufficient  to  preserve  you  from  those  things, 
which  you  believe  will  give  them  offence.  And  ought  not  the  all  sur¬ 
rounding  presence  of  your  Maker,  to  restrain  you  from  sin,  which  is 
the  abominable  thing  that  he  hateth,  and  which  will  not  fail  to  draw 
down  his  wrath  on  every  impenitent  transgressor  ?  Will  you  be  more 
afraid  of  finite  mortal  men,  than  of  the  eternal  king  of  heaven  ?  Will 
you  pay  more  regard  to  them,  than  to  the  Being  that  made,  and  up¬ 
holds  you  in  existence,  and  who&e  favor  can  raise  you  to  heaven,  and 
whose  anger  jean  sink  you  to  hell  ?  Surely,  the  consideration,  that 
the  blessed  God  is  a  spectator  of  all  your  conduct,  ought  effectually  to 
prevent  you  from  walking  in  the  ways  of  your  hearts,  and  the  sight  of 
your  eyes  :  especially  when  you  consider,  that  the  consequences  of 
his  taking  cognizance  of  all  your  actions,  will  be  as  solemn,  and  ex¬ 
tensive,  as  eternity  itself.  And  this  leads  me  to  remind  you, 

3.  That  there  will  be  a  day  of  judgment.  To  this  day,  of  all 
others  the  most  solemn,  Solomon  calls  your  attention  in  the  text,  as 
another  motive  to  dissuade  you  from  the  ways  of  sin.  And  what  mo^ 
tive  can  possess  greater  weight  and  energy,  than  that  which  is  fur¬ 
nished  by  a  prospect  of  the  day,  in  which  God  will  judge  the  world  in 
righteousness  ?  This  awful  day  will  be  ushered  in,  by  a  revelation  of 
the  righteous  judge  from  heaven,  clothed  in  all  the  splendors  of  divine 
majesty,  and  accompanied  by  his  angelic  guards,  the  number  of  whom 
is  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of  thousands.  For 
“  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  shall  be  revealed  from  heaven,  witfaThis 
mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not 
God,  and  obey  not  the  Gospel.”  And  when  he  shall  thus  come,  in 
the  clouds  with  power  and  great  glory,  the  archangel  will  sound  the 
dreadful  trump,  which  will  shake  earth  and  hell  to  their  very  centre, 
pierce  the  dormitories  of  the  dead,  burst  open  every  grave  and  every 
tomb,  and  wake  to  life  the  sleeping  dust.  And  not  only  shall  all  that 
are  in  their  graves,  hear  his  voice  and  come  forth  ;  but  the  living 
shall  be  changed  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  Then  all 
intelligent  creatures  will  be  convened  at  the  bar  of  God.  All  the 
countless  myriads  of  angels,  holy  and  unholy,  and  all  the  human  race, 
that  ever  have,  or  ever  shall  be  brought  into  existence,  will  then  be 
present.  How  numerous  beyond  all  comprehension  the  assembly ! 
our  minds  are  bewildered  and  lost  in  contemplating  it,  though  our 
conceptions  of  it,  at  present,  are  exceedingly  imperfect.  Never  was 
there  before,  never  will  there  be  again,  such  a  vast  multitude  of  intel¬ 
ligent  creatures  together.  And  every  one  will  feel  himself  deeply  in¬ 
terested  in  the  traffiisactions  of  this  eventful  day.  Now,  when  people 
assemble  together  to  hear  of  its  solemnities,  there  are  always  some, 
who  feel  indifferent  and  unconcerned  ;  but  they  will  then  feel,  that 
their  eternal  all  is  depending  on  the  decisions  of  this  day. 

And  as  the  day  of  judgment  was  introduced,  by  Christ’s  being. re¬ 
vealed  from  heaven  in  flaming  fire  ;  so  it  will  be  concluded  by  the 
general  confls^^ration,  which  will  be  a  scene  fraught  with  inconceiva¬ 
ble  grandev  and^blimity,  and  display  the  most  awful  terror  and  ma¬ 
jesty.  It  is  a  solemn  sight  to  see  a  house  on  fire  ;  and  still  more  sol- 
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tibiD,  to  see  a  whole  cky  wrapt  in  flames.  What  must  hare  beea  our 
feelings,  had  we  beheld  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Admah  and  Zeboim  en* 
yeloped  in  a  shower  of  fire  and  brimstone,  and  their  smoke  ascending  ^ 
as  the  smoke  of  a  furnace  ?”  But,  my  young  friends,  we  shall  wit¬ 
ness  a  far  more  impressive,  and  awful  spectacle.  We  shall  behold 
the  great  day  of  the  Lord,  in  the  which  the  heavens,  being  on  fire, 
shall  be  dissolved,  and  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  and 
the  earth  and  the  works  that  are  therein  shall  be  burnt  up.  Seeing 
then,  that  all  these  things  shall  be  dissolved,  what  manner  of  persons 
A  ought  ye  to  be,  in  all  holy  conversation  and  godliness.’^  Surely,  if 

I  you  can  quietly  walk  in  the  ways  of  your  hearts,  imd  in  the  sight  of 

your  eyes,  it  most  be  because  you  either  do  not  believe,  or  do  not  re* 
i  alize,  that  God  will  bring  you  into  judgment. 

I  4.  As  another  motive  to  restrain  you  from  the  ways  of  sin,  permit 
\  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  character  of  your  Judge.  To  this 
Solomon  refbrs  in  the  tevt ;  for  he  not  only  informs  you,  that  yom 
must  be  brought  into  judgment,  but  he  points  put  to  you  the  Being,  by 
I  whom  you  must  be  brought ;  and  this  is  none  other  than  the  God  of 
I  heaven.  Know  thou,  that  for  all  these  things  GOD  will  bring  thee 
I  into  Judgment.”  It  is  true,  that  in  the  New  Testament,  Jesus  Christ 
I  is  uniformly  represented  as  the  appointed  judge  *‘of  the  quick  and 
I  dead”  ;  but  it  must  be  remembered,  that  he  is  God,  as  well  as  man. 
And  of  course,  there  can  be  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  Solomon  in  the 
text  has  reference  to  the  second  person  in  the  Trinity.  This  glori- 
ous  personage  is  to  be  your  judge.  In  him  all  human  excellencies, 
and,  divine  glories,  meet  and  centre.  He  is  your  Creator,  Preserver 
'  ail^  Redeemer.  He  has  died  to  atone  for  your  sins  ;  and  is  willing  to 
emb&e,  in  the  arms  of  his  infinite  love,  all  who  come  to  him  in  the 
exercise  of  penitence  and  faith.  But  his  compassion  to  sinners  will 
.  not  extend  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  present  life.  The  period  of 
their  existence  here,  is  the  probationary  season,  he  has  allotted  them, 
in  which  to  believe  in  his  name,  and  secure  his  favor.  If  during  this 
period,  they  remain  stubborn  and  incorrigible,  and  reject  the  offers 
j  of  pardon,  the  door  of  mercy  will  be  forever  closed.  Christ’s  patience 
1  with  respect  to  them  will  have  come  to  a  perpetual  end,  and  instead 
\  of  acting  the  part  of  a  merciful  and  compassionate  Saviour,  he  will  as* 

«  sume  the  office  of  a  judge  inflexibly  just,  and  treat  them  as  their  ini¬ 
quities  deserve.  And  does  not  this  view  of  the  character  of  your 
Judge,  present  an  additional  motive,  to  restrain  you  from  the  ways  of 
sin,  and  lead  you  to  the  exercise  oi  repentance  und  faith.  In  the  .ex¬ 
ercise  of  these,  you  will  secure  the  favor  of  your  Judge ;  and  this 
will  be  worth  more  to  you,  than  tcm  thousand  worlds.  But  if  you  con¬ 
tinue  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  your  hearts,  and  the  sight  ol*  your  eyes  ; 

:  if  you  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  calls  of  Christ,  and  reject  the  gr^ous 
oflers  of  a  salvation  purchased  by  his  own  blood,  you  will,  with  n  ra¬ 
pidity,  which  should  fill  your  souls  with  horror,  .treasure  up  to  your¬ 
selves  wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath,  .and  revelation  of  the  rigbteoua 
judgment  ot  God.  And  how  can  you  bear  to  appear  before  his  tre- 
menduous  bar,  loaded  with  such  aggravated  guilt,  and  exposed  to  his 
severest  frowns  ?  One  drop  of  his  wrath  let  into  your  consciences  in 
the  present  world,  is  sufficient  to  destroy  all  your  happiness,  and  to 
9ause  you  to  choose  strangling  and  death,  rather  than  Ufis hew 
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insupportable,  then,  must  the  whole  boundless  ocean  of  it  be,  when 
poured  out  upon  you  at  once  !  '  • 

5.  As  another  motive  to  restrain  you  from  sinful  ways,  let  me  re¬ 
quest  you  to  consider,  how  strict  will  be  the  judgment  that  awaits  you. 
Solomon  represents  it,  as  extending  to  all  your  moral  conduct.  “  Know 
thou  that  for  all  these  things  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment.”  And 
be  communicates  the  same  idea,  still  more  explicitly,  when  he  says, 

**  Gt3d  shall  bring  every  work  into  judgment,  with  every  secret  things 
whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be  evil.”  Paul  also  assures  us,  that 
we  must  all  appear  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,  that  evury 
nne  may  receive  the  things  done  in  his  body,  according  to  that  he  hath 
done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad.”  “  Therefore,'says  he,  judge  noth¬ 
ing  before  the  time,  until  the  Lord  come,  who  both  will  bring  to  light 
the  hidden  things  of  darkness,  and  make  manifest  the  counsels  of  the 
hearts.”  We  can,  therefore,  need  no  further  proof,  that  all  your 
moral  conduct  will  be  brought  into  judgment.  Every  sin,  that  you. 
have  committed,  will  there  appear  against  you.  If  you  give  yourselves 
up  to  the  indulgence  of  youthful  lusts  ;  if  you  profane  the  sabbath, 
take  the  name  of  God  in  vain,  disobey  and  grieve  your  parents,  har- 
*  den  your  hearts  under  reproofs  and  warnings,  resist  the  spirit  of 
grace,  and  reject  the  kind  offers  of  pardoning  mercy — ^be  assured,  that 
for  all  these  things  God  will  bring  you  into  judgment.  And  how  over-  ’  * 
whelming  must  it  be  to  haye  all  your  sins,  however  secret,  published 
to  an  assembled  universe  ;  and  to  be  called  to  an  account  for  them  all. 

And  what  account  can  you  render  ?  Alas  1  you  will  not  be  able  to  an¬ 
swer,  for  the  least  of  all  your  innumerable  offences  ;  but  of  every  one 
you  will  be  found  guilty,  and  for  every  one  you  will  be  condemned. 
Could  this  scene  be  painted  to  your  minds,  in  as  lively  colours  as  itVill 
then  appear,  and  as  dreadful,  as  it  will  then  be  found  by  all  the  Work¬ 
ers  of  iniquity,  it  would  even  now  overwhelm  you  with  terror,  and  i 
drink  up  all  your  spirits  in  despair.  I 

But  1  have  one  consideration,  more  weighty  than  any  yet  mentioned^  I 
to  introduce  ;  and  therefore,  let  me  request  you,  | 

In  the  last  place,  to  consider  the  solemn  and  eternal  consequences  of  j 
this  judgment,  as  another  reason,  why  you  should  no  longer  walk  in  ^ 
the  ways  of  your  hearts,  and  the  sight  of  your  eyes.  God  the  sove-  i  .• 
reign  Judge,  does  not  assemble  the  human  race  before  his  bar,  and  i 
bring  into  view  their  moral  conduct  for  nothing.  No  ;  it  is  to  manifest  * 
his  justice  and  rectitude,  and  to  reward  every  man  according  to  his 
deeds.  For  this  purpose,  he  will  make  an  exact  separation  between 
the  righteous  and  the  wicked ;  he  will  set  the  former  on  his  right 
hand,  and  the  latter  on  his  left  ;  and  on  each  class  pronounce  sentence,  .  ^ 
.  according  to  their  respective  characters.  And  what  language  can  des-  v 
cribe,  or  what  heart  conceive,  your  overwhelming  distress,  should  you 
be  found  impenitent,  and  destitute  of  an  interest  in  the  favor  of  your 
Judge  ?  How  can  you  bear  to  take  your  place  on  the  left  hand,  in  com-  ) 
pany  with  the  most  odious  and  detestable  beings',  in  the^  universe  ?  ^ 

How  can  you  bear  to  be  alone  without  any  to  befriend  you,  or  take 
your  part  ?  For,  though  you  will  have  millions  for  your  companions,  \ 
you  will  not  have  a  single  friend.  How  can  you  bear  to  hear  the  j 
dreadful  sentence  pronounced  ?  How  can  you  bear  the  thoughts,  of 
an  eternal  exclusion  from  the  heavenly  world,  and  a  departure  into  I 
that  abyss  of  misery,  which  is  without  a  bottom,  and  without  a  shore  ?  j 
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Must  not  the  frowning  face  of  the  angry  judge,  and  the  awful  prospect 
of  the  burning  lake,  penetrate  your  guilty  souls,  through  and  through, 
with  the  keenest  sorrows.  Especisdly,  when  you  consider  that  the 
sentence,  which  will  then  be  passed,  will  be  utterly  irreversible.  To 
all  the  righteous,  with  a  countenance  arrayed  in  smiles,  and  with  ac¬ 
cents  of  love,  that  can  never  be  known  till  they  are  heard,  the  judge 
will  say,  Gome,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inhi^rit  the  kingdom  pre¬ 
pared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,”  And  to  all  the 
wicked,  with  a  countenance  clothed  with  vengeance,  and  in  accents  of 
wrath,  more  dreadful  than  ten  thousand  thunders,  he  will  sternly  pro¬ 
nounce,  “  Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared 
for  the  devil  and  his  angels.” 

The  righteous  shall  then  go  away  into  life  eternal, into  the  king¬ 
dom  of  their  heavenly  Father,  to  behold  the  bright,  enrapturing  dis¬ 
plays  of  his  unveiled  glories,  and  to  rejoice  forever  in  the  wonders  of 
his  love.  Through  eternity  their  felicity  will,  probably,  be  increas¬ 
ing,  while  not  a  fear,  that  it  will  ever  be  interrupted,  or  know  an  end, 
can  enter  their  blissful  souls.  But  oh,  the  deplorable  state  of  the 
wicked  !  who  can  think  of  it  without  trembling  ?  It  will  be  a  pertect 
contrast  to  the  happy  condition  of  the  righteous.  These,  says  the 
Judge,,  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment;’’  a  punishment  of 
ec^ual  duration  with  the  happiness  of  the  righteous.  For,  the  same 
Greek  word,  in  the  passages  now  cited,  is  used  to  express  the  perpetui¬ 
ty  of  both.  Each  sentence,  then,  will  be  utterly  irreversible.  What 
eternal  love,  and  eternal  justice  have  pronounced,  eternal  troth  will 
strictly  fulfil. 

::  l^ese,  my  young  friends,  are  the  solemn  and  eternal  consequences 
.of  that  judgment,  to  which  you  are  hastening,  fast  as  the  wheels  of  time 
can  move.  And  do  not  these  present  another  powerful  motive,  to 
dissuade  you  from  the  ways  of  sin  ?  Will  you  presume  to  pursue  them, 
when  you  cannot  but  know  the  consequences,  that  must  result  from  it  ? 
With  the  book  of  God  open  before  your  eyes,  which  clearly  delineates 
the  judgment,  and  fiery  indignation,  that  awaits  all  the  finally  impeni-, 
tent,  will  you,  can  you,  walk  in  the  ways  of  your  hearts,  and  the  sight 
of  your  eyes  ?  Remember,  that  though  the  judgment  that  has  been 
now  described,  may  be  at  a  great  distance,  yet  death,  which  will  con¬ 
sign  you  over  to  the  unchanging  awards  of  that  awful  day^  is  near  at 
hand.  You  tread  every  moment,  on  the  slippery  brink  of  the  grave  : 
and  the  God  that  made  and  preserved  you,  has  said,  “  Their  feet  shall 
slide  in  due  time,  .the  day  of  their  calamty  is  at  hand,  and  the  -things 
that  come  upon  them  make  haste.”  And  should  death  arrest  you, 
while  you  are  walking  in  the  ways  of  your  hearts,  and  the  sight  of  yoor 
eyes,  hope  is  extinguished,  and  your  souls  are  lost !  In  vain  will  you 
then  cry  for  mercy  ;  in  vain  Call  upon  the  rocks  and  the  mountains, 
saying,  fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  him  that  sitteth  on  the 
throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb  ;  for  the  great  day  of  his  wrath 
is  come,  and  who  shall  be  able  to  stand  ?  Y  O  D 
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i. 

Id  the'xnii.  chapter  of.  Ezekiel,  we  find  a  description  of  judgments, 
i  ifficted  on  many  nations,  which  had  been  enemi^  to  the  lord’s  cho¬ 
sen  people  ;  and  a  prediction  of  similar  judgments  to  be  inflicted «  on 
Pharaoh  and  the  people  of  Egypt.  The  representations  of  the  pro-  ! 
phet  are,  that  they  were  all  slain  with  the  sword  ;  uncircumcised  ; 
gone  down  to  the  pit,  and  even  to  hell.  Their  iniquities  are  said  to 
be  upon  their  bones  ;  and  they  themselyes,  to  be  bearing  their  shame. 

At  the  close  of  the  chapter,  it  is  added,  Pharaoh  shall  see  them,  and  ^ 
shall  be  comforted  over  all  his  multitude ;  even  Pharaoh  and  all  his  i 
army,  slain  with  the  sword,  saith  the  Lord  God.  | 

On  reading  this  passage,  an  enquiry  of  this  kind,  naturally  arises — 
What  kind  of  comfort  is  here  predicted,  as  about  to  be  received  by 
Pharaoh  and  all  his  multitude  ?  Is  it  such  as  is  promised  to  the  hum¬ 
ble,  penitent  believer,  from  whose  eyes  every  tear  shall  be  wiped,  and 
from  whose  bosom  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  forever  flee  away  ? 

it  IS  readily  admitted,  that  the  scene  of  prediction  in  this  place,  is  a 
future  world  ;  that  the  characters  brought^ into  view,  are  such  as  are 
supposed  to  continue  impenitent  until  death  ;  and  of  course,  that  the 
comfort  promised,  is  not  any  thing  that  the  wicked  may  be  supposed  to 
have  in  Uiis  life,  but  something  to  be  eqjoyed  in  a  future.  A  careful 
perusal  of  the  chapter,  it  is  thought,  must  convince  every  unprejudiced 
mind,  that  the  comfort  predicted,  cannot  be  such  as  is  promised  to  be-* 
Uevers  ;  but  rather  the  comfort  of  seeing  others  as  miserable  as  them¬ 
selves  ;  such  as  malicious,  envious,  revengeful  minds  feel,  in  contem¬ 
plating  the  sufferings  of  others. 

In  support  of  this  opinion,  the  following  particulars  may  be  consi¬ 
dered  : 

1.  There  is  no  intimation,  in  this  prophecy,  that  Pharaoh  shall  ever 
.come  out  from  that  place  of  punishment,  to  which  it  is  predicted,  he 
should  go.  The  description  given  of  the  scene  under  consideration, 
evidently  represents  him  and  his  multitude  as  lying  among  those  who 
were  slain  with  the  sword,  who  had  gone  down  to  the  pit,  and  been 
|;stbered  with  the  mighty  in  hell.  And,  in  that  part  of  the  description 
in  which  Pharaoh  is  said  to  be  comforted,* he  and  his  multitude  are  rep-  • 
resented  as  being,  at  that  very  time,  slain  with  the  sword  ;  yea  it  is 
spoken  of  as  future,  he  shall  ^  laid  in  the  midst  of  the  uncircumcised, 
with  diem  that  are  slain  with  the  sword,  even  Pharaoh  and  all  his  mul¬ 
titude,  saith  the  Lord  God.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  comfort 
intended  in  this  place,  is  no  other  than  such  as  may  be  taken  in  that 
place  of  punishment,  into  which  the  wicked  are  finally  to  be  cast.-—* 
And  of  what  other  comfort  will  that  place  admit,  except  the  wretched 
satisfaction  of  seeing  others  as  miserable  as  themselves  ? 

8,  There  is  no  intimation,  that  there  will  be  any  change  in  the  mo¬ 
ral  character  of  Pharaoh  and  his  multitude,  as  a  preparative  for  the 
eomfort  which  they  are  to  receive.  The  several  nations  against  whom 
Ezekiel  was  directed  to  prophecy,  and  who  are  brought  into  view  in 
this  connection,  are  all  represented  as  objects  of  divine  displeasure.— 
They  are  said  to  go  down  to  the  pit  in  an  uncircumcised  state  ;  and 
this,  in  the  language  of  scripture,  is  certainly  equivalent  to  being  rep- 
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resented  as  in  an  unsanctified  state,  and  in  a  place  of  punishment.  And 
^this  is  the  representation  that  is  given  respecting  Pharaoh  and  his  mul¬ 
titude,  at  the  very  time  when  it  is  promised  that  they  shall  be  comforts 
ed.  The  comfort,  therefore,  promised,  is  of  such  a  nature  only,  as 
may  be  received  by  persons  in  an  unsanctified  state — persons,  whose 
hearts  are  alienated  from  the  love  and  life  of  God.  It  is  such  comfort 
as  admits  of  the  person’s  remaining  in  hell,  under  the  wrath  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  and  in  a  state  of  total  moral  depravity.  And  what  cun 
this  comfort  be,  unless  a  malicious  satisfaction  in  seeing  others  as  mis¬ 
erable  as  themselves  ? 

3.  We  are  led  to  the  same  conclusion,  by  attending  to  the  particular 
things,  which  are  said  to  afford  the  comfort.  Ezekiel  had  been  direct¬ 
ed  to  take  up  a  lamentation  over  Egypt  and  her  daughters,  and  over 
the  daughters  of  several  other  neighboring  nations,  who  had  been  viru¬ 
lent  enemies  against  the  Lord’s  chosen  people.  In  doing  this,  he  des¬ 
cribes,  in  the  figurative  language  of  prophecy,  their  doleful  situation, 
when  they  should  fall  under  the  divine  displeasure.  And  through  the 
whole  description,  not  a  single  word  is  introduced,  intimating  that  any 
thing  like  mercy  is  to  be  manifested  toward  them.  The  cup  to  be 
given  them,  is  represented  as  unmixedly  bitter,  containing  judgment 
without  mercy.  In  this  condition,  Pharaoh  is  represented  as  seeing 
them,  and  as  being  comforted  by  the  sight.  And  this,  while  he  himself 
is  partaking  of  the  same  judgments,  and  enduring  the  same  wrath.  No¬ 
thing,#  surely,  could  more  clearly  intimate,  that  his  comfort  must  be  of 
that  malicious  kind  which  takes  satisfaction  in  the  miseries  of  others. 

I  41i  This  sense  of  the  passage  is  further  confirmed  by  what  we  are 
tanght,  respecting  the  conduct  of  Satan,  the  great  enemy  of  all  good. — 

I  Coi^ned,  as  heds,  in  chains  of  darlmess,  unto  the  judgment  of  the 
I  ^  great  day,”  he  is  undoubtedly  in  a  wretched  condition  ;  and  yet  we 
I  ha:  e  reason  to  conclude,  that  he  takes  some  satisfaction  in  the  miser¬ 
ies  of  others  ;  for,  he  is  represented  as.plotting  their, destruction — go¬ 
ing  about,  seeking  whom  he  may  devour.  And,  if  he  takes  no  satis^ 
faction  in  the  miseries  of  others,  we  know  not  how  to  account  for  his 
conduct.  If,  then,  Pharaoh  and  his  multitude  are  with  him  in  the 
gloomy  prison  of  hell,  and  if  they  possess  a  large  portion  of  his  mali¬ 
cious  spirit,  why  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  they  should  feel 
^  some  kind  of  satisfaction  in  seeing  others  involved  in  the  same  condem- 
I  nation  as  themselves  ?  The  old  adage,  “  Misery  loves  company,”  is  a 
sufficient  proof,  that  the  construction  put  on  this  passage,  is  perfectly 
consistent  with  the  dictates  of  common  sense. 

Presuming  that  nothing  further  need  be  said,  in  order  to  elucidate 
the  meaning  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  this  passage,  1  shall  close  with  a  few 
remarks. 

1.  This  passage  furnishes  no  argument  in  favor  of  the  salvation  of 
I  all  men ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  concludes  against  it.  For,  though  it 
I  teaches  us,  t^  the  wicked  will  receive  some  kind  of  comfort  in  '  a  fu- 
^  ture  life,  yet  it  is  such  a  kind  as  supposed  them  to  be  in  a  state  of  con* 
^  tinual  torment.  Their  state  of  mind,  is  exactly  such  as  characterizes 
the  devils  in  hell ;  and  such  as  must  render  them  continual  objects  of 
divine  displeasure.  And  their  comfort  is  so  far  from  being  the  same 
I  with  that  of  the  righteous,  who  are  called  on  to  rejoice  over  the  des* 
I  truction  of  the  wicked,  because  God  has  avenged  them  on  their  ene* 
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mies ;  that  it  supposes  them,  at  the  very  time,  to  be  themselves  in¬ 
volved  in  the  same  awful  condemnation. 

2.  The  representation  in  this  passage,  presents  to  our  view,  a  most 
awful  picture  of  the  wretched  condition  of  the  finally  impenitent.  If 
they  can  take  any  satisfaction  in  each  other’s  sufferings,  it  is  natural  to 
conclude,  that  they  will  naturally  endeavor  to  aggravate  each  other’s 
'  condemnation.  As  Satan  appears  to  delight  in  tormenting  mankind,  so 
those  who  are  like  him,  will  delight  in  tormenting  each  other. 

The  knowledge  which  we  have  of  a  future  world,  is  so  imperfect, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  say  in  how  many  ways,  or  to  what  extent, 
the  wicked  may  be  able  to  torment  each  other  ;  but,  supposing  them 
to  have  such  an  intercourse,  as  admits  of  a  mutual  communic^ion  of 
thoughts  and  sentiments,  we  can  easily  conceive  how  it  may  be  done  in 
a  variety  of  particulars.  One  way  may  be,  by  bringing  into  view  unplea¬ 
sant  recollections.  Perhaps  there  is  no  one,  who  has  arrived  at  years 
of  discretion,  who  has  not  frequently  done  or  said  things  which  he  re¬ 
grets,  of  which  he  feels  ashamed,  and  which  he  wishes  were  oblitera¬ 
ted  from  the  history  of  his  life.  But,  in  the  regions  of  woe,  his  com¬ 
panions  will  not  allow  him  to  forget  them.  With  a  malicious  sneer, 
they  will  often  accost  him  in  language  like  this  :  Do  you  not  remem¬ 
ber  that  foolish  speech — that  base  action— that  disgraceful  deed  ?  And 
thus  not  a  single  subject  of  unpleasant  recollection,  will  be  suffered  to 
remain  in  forgetfulness.  In  connection  with  this,  they  may  often  at¬ 
tempt  to  harrow  up  each  other’s  consciousness  of  guilt.  They  will 
often  say,  while  bringing  into  view  particular  instances  of  conduct — 
You  know  you  ought  to  have  done  differently,  and  knew  it  at  the  time* 
You  know  you  ought  to  be  condemned,  hated,  and  abhorred  for  that 
instance  of  your  conduct ;  and  that  you  suffer  justly  all  that  falls  upon 
you.  How  can  you  bear  to  think  of  this  base,  ungrateful,  wicked  con¬ 
duct  of  yours  ?  You  put  on  the  appearance  of  regard  for  that  which 
was  right,  but,  O  you  vile  hypocrite !  what  a  heart  you  had !  How 
dare  you,  under  a  consciousness  of  such  wickedness,  show  your  guilty 
face  ?  In  addition,  there  may  be  mutual  recrimination.  It  is  owing  to 
you,  one  will  say  to  another,  that  I  did  so  in  that  instance  of  wrong 
conduct.  You  led  me  along  into  that  wickedness ;  and  you  have 
brought  me  down  to  this  wretched  place.  I  have  you  to  thank,  as  the 
cause  of  all  my  sufferings.  To  this  the  other  will  retort — And  had  it 
not  been  for  you,  I  should  never  have  come  to  this  place  of  torment. — 
The  parent  will  accuse  the  child,  as  the  cause  of  his  ruin,  and  the 
child  will  retort  the  same  accusation  on  the  parent ;  the  husband  will 
accuse  the  wife,  and  the  wife,  the  husband  ;  the  brother,  the  sister, 
and  the  sister,  the  brother ;  in  short,  no  ties  of  consanguinity,  friend¬ 
ship,  affection,  or  duty,  will  operate  to  restrain,  in  the  smallest  de¬ 
gree,  the  maliciousness  of  a  revengeful  disposition,  or  keep  back  a  sin¬ 
gle  recrimination  which  might  give  pain.  In  addition  to  all  this,  it  is 
not  improbable,  that  various  other  methods  of  tormenting,  will  be  in¬ 
vented  and  practised  ;  and  every  one  be  employed  constantly,  in  tak¬ 
ing  revenge  on  others,  in  all  the  ways  in  his  power.  Thus,  instead  of 
that  reciprocal  interchange  of  kind,  compassionating,  soothing  senti¬ 
ments  which,  in  this  life,  often  alleviates  distress,  and  sweetens  the 
'  cup  of  sorrow  ;  angry,  tormenting  retorts  will  be  continually  thrown 
out,  accompanied  by  every  thing  painful,  which  malice  and  revenge 
can  invent,  embittering  in  the  highest  degree,  every  source  of  comfort 


♦ 


■  A  Morning  Talk.  335 

which  might  otherwise  be  enjoyed.  Such  will  be  the  condition,  such 
/  the'  comfort,  of  the  finally  impenitent.  And  what  more  do  we  need,  to 
present  to  our  imagination,  a  picture  of  what  may  emphatically  be 
called  hell  I 

Once  more,  what  a  powerful  inducement  does  this  subject  hold  up, 
to  impenitent  sinners,  to  repent  and  embrace  a  Saviour,  that  they  may 
escape  such  an  awful  end !  In  the  coming  world,  there  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  other  sources  of  distress,  distinct  from  the  one  described  ;  for 
God  is  represented  as  pouring  out  the  vials  of  his  wrath  continually  on 
the  finally  condemned ;  but,  laying  all  these  out  of  the  question,  who 
is  there  that  would  not  shudder  at  the  thought  of  taking  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  such  a  place  as  has  been  described  ?  O  ye  impenitent  trans¬ 
gressors  !  consider  well  to  what  it  is  that  you  are  hourly  and  momen¬ 
tarily  exposed.  Consider  well  how  much  comfort  you  must  lose,  and 
how  much  distress  you  must  bring  on  yourselves,  by  continuing  a  little 
longer  in  your  impenitent  course.  Ask  yourselves  often,  how  you 
can  think  of  going  at  last  to  such  a  wretched  place,  as  has  been  discri- 
^  b*ed  ;  where  your  principal  source  of  comfort  will  be,  in  seeing  others 
as  miserable  as  yourselves.  And  let  these  meditations  be  pursued, 
until  they  persuade  you  to  repent  of  your  sins,  to  embrace  a  Crucified 
Saviour,  and  to  become  reconciled  to  that  God  on  whose  pleasure  your 
final  condition  entirely  depends.  HEMAN. 
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Well,  friend,  I  went  to  hear  the  new  preacher. 

'  Indeed,  and  how  was  you  entertained  ? 

What  I  heard  was  truth,  but  truth  which  you  and  I  have  long  quarr 
relied  with. 


'  Let  me  then  hear  any  ailments  that  convinced  you,  that  any  doc- 
I  trine  which  we  have  believed  and  advocated  is  not  true. 

I  I  will  rehearse  to  you  with  pleasure  what  I  remember  of  the  dis- 
I  '  course  last  evening,  if  you  will  promise  to  hear  me  throu^. 
f  >  I  will,  sir ;  i  have  a  leisure  hour,  and  shall  be  glad  to  know  if  I 
^  have  been  in  an  error,  and  shall  be,  I  hope,  ready  to  receive  and  em¬ 
brace  the  truth. 

I  *  I  will  then  proceed.  The  preacher  chose  as  his  text,  Luke  xiv.  23. 

“  Compel  them  to  come  tn.”  The  text  you  know  is  taken  from  the  par- 
I  able  of  the  great  supper.  In  his  introduction  he  enlarged  on  the  na- 
I  ture  of  parables,  Christ’s  frequent  use  of  them,  *and  the  manner  in 
i  which  they  must  be  interpreted.  He  then  proceeded  to  notice  what 
I  he  termed  the  prominent  features  of  the  parable  of  the  supper.  And, 
I  I.  It  was  a  great  supper.  There  were  made  the  most  ample  and 
I  generous  provisions.  Nothing  was  wanting  to  render  it  a  splendid  and 
I  delicious  banquet.  This,  he  observed,  illustrates  the  fulness  of  the 
I  atonement.  But,  said  he,  the  simile  is  incapable  of  fully  exhibiting 
I  this  amazing  truth.  No  one  would  make  a  feast  for  a  world,  much  less 
I  for  the.  refreshment  pf  difierent  generations.  But  Christ  made  an 
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atonement  for  the  whole  race  of  Adam,  as  well  those  who  are  lost  as 
those  who  are  saved. 

-  Here  the  preacher  proceeded  to  explain  the  nature  o^  the  atone¬ 
ment.  That  it  was  a  governmental  transaction,  in  which  the  innocent 
suffered  for  the  guilty,  and  thus  rendered  it  suitable  and  ^proper  that 
God  should  pardon  and  save  as  many  of  our  race  as  he  pleased.  This 
he  can  now  do,  and  there  be  no  impeachment  of  bis  truth,  holiness,  or 
justice,  and  no  dishonor  done  to  his  law  or  government.  In  the  obe¬ 
dience  and  sufferings  of  Christ,  God  displays  his  glory  as  much  as  it 
could  have  been  displayed  in  the  min,  eternal,  of  all  our  guilty  race, 
nay  more.  And  as  God’s  great  object  in  creating  man  was  bis  own  glo¬ 
ry,  this  object  being  secured  by  the  death  of  Christ,  there  is  no  ne¬ 
cessity  that  all  should  perish.  God  can  now  display  his  mercy  in  par¬ 
doning  whom  he  will.  In  support  of  this  view  of  the  atonement,  the 
preacher  quoted  John  18,  37.  Thus,  the  very  nature  of  the  atone¬ 
ment  makes  it  general. 

But  the  preacher  proceeded  to  prove  that  the  atonement  was  unlim¬ 
ited,  and  quoted  several  passages  of  scripture.  “  Who  gave  himself 
a  ransom  for  all.  And  he  is  a  propitiation  for  our  sins  ;  '  and  not  for 
ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.”  The  false  teachers 
in  Peter  are  represented  as  denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them.  Here 
some  are  bought  and  ^  yet  perish.  Christ  is  represented  as  toting 
death  for  every  man.,  He  is  also  represented  as  dying  for  all ;  as 
taking  away  the  sins  of  the  world.  He  also  mentioned  this  text,  Go 
ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.  The 
gospel,  said  he^is  good  news.  Now  what  good  news  can  you  bring  to  a 
condenmed  sinner,  unless  you  tell  him  that  he  can  be  pardoned  ?  There 
is  then  pardon  ready  for  every  creature — hence,  for  every  creature 
there  has  been  made  an  atonement  Having  thus  put  the  question  be¬ 
yond  a  doubt,  the  preacher  proceeded ; 

II.  To  notice  the  invitations.  They  were  as  ample  as  the  provis¬ 
ions.  The  servants  were  sent  at  supper-time  to  say,  Come,  for  all 
things  are  now  ready.  This  generous  invitation,  he  observed,  illus¬ 
trates  the  offer  made  in  the  gospel  to  our  dying  world,  to  come  and  be 
benefitted  in  the  atonement.  The  apostles  first  made  the  offer,  and 
after  them  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  down  to  the  present  time,  have 
continued  to  propose  to  our  ruined  world  the  terms  of  reconciliation. 
The  preacher  then  proceeded  to  give  us  all  an  offer,  observing,  that 
this  was  his  errand  to  us.  And  the  invitation  he  gave  was  truly  tender 
and  interesting.  He  invited  young  sinners  and  old.  He  invited  har- 
dened  sinners,  stupid  sinners,  awakened  sinners,  obstinate  sinners,  un- 
happy  sinners,  and  wretched  sinners.  And  while  the  invitations  went 
round,  1  saw  many  a  tear  and  beard  many  a  meaning  sigh  and  sob.-— 
Having  delivered  the  generous  invitation,  he  proceeded  to  notice, 

III.  The  success  of  the  servants.  Not  one  to  whom  they  were  sent 
accepted  the  invitation,  although  for  them  the  feast  was  provided.— 
They  all  began,  with  one  consent,  to  make  excuse.  After  comparing 
the  frivolous  excuses  noticed  in  the  parable,  with  those  excuses  now 
made  by  sinners,  when  invited  to  come  to  the  marriage  supper  of  the 
Lamb,  he  observed,  that  their  universal  refusal  strikingly  illustrated 
the  ill  success  of  gospel  invitations.  Sinners  refuse  to  repent  and  be¬ 
lieve  the  gospel.  There  never  was  a  sinner  yet,  if  left  to  act  out  bis 
own  temper,  who  did  not  refuse  to  accept  the  invitations  of  mercy.— 9 
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Thii  fact  he  proved  from  direct  passages  of  scripture,  from  the  nature 
of  depravity,  from  the  confession  of  all  those  ivho  had  been  renewed, 
and  from  the  fact,  that  so  many  remained  unrenewed,  who  were  con¬ 
vinced  that  their  state  must  be  altered,  or  they  must  soon  perish. 

If  things  stop  here,  observed  the  preacher,  the  atonement  is  lost. 
The  blood  of  Christ  is  shed  in  Vain.  Man  perishes  aAer  all.  Provi¬ 
sion  is  made  for  his  redemption,  but  he  is  too  depraved  to  accept  the 
pardon  offered.  Now,  said  he,  we  come  to  notice, 

IV.  The  words  of  the  text.  Compel  them  to  come  in.  If  God  do 
not  compel  sinners  to  accept  of  mercy,  the  atonement  avails  nothing. 
All  those  for  whom  Christ  died,  perish.  How  welcome,  then,  to  a  lost 
sinner,  should  this  sentence  be.  It  is  the  last  refuge  for  a  miserable 
soul. 

The  preacher  then  observed,  that  as  the  servants  in  the  parable 
used  probably  no  other  power  than  that  of  persuasion,  in  compelling 
the  guests  to  come  in  and  fill  the  house  of  feasting,  so  God  does  not 
force  sinners  into  heaven  against  their  will.  His  power  is  exerted  in 
making  them  willing ;  and  quoted  this  text.  Thy  people  shall  be  willing 
in  the  day  of  thy  power. — Ps.  1 10,  3.  All,  then,  that  ever  are  saved, 
God  must  make  willing  ;  he  must  compel  them  to  come  in. 

Now  the  preacher  introduced  a  train  of  reasoning  that  bore  us  down 
before  him. 

1.  Either  God  must  compel  sinners  to  come  in,  by  a  direct  agency, 
without  the  use  of  means,  or  the  means  must  produce  the  effect  without 
any  interference  of  divine  agency,  or  divine  agency  must  accompany 
and  bless  the  means.  Now,  if  God  bring  men  in  by  a  direct  agency, 
without  the  use  of  means,  we  should  be  led  to  inquire,  why  are  means 
used,  why  is  the  gospel  preached  to  sinners  ?  But  God  commanded 
that  the  gospel  should  be  preached  to  every  creature,  hence  the  means 
are  useful. 

Does  then  the  means  produce  the  effect  without  any  divine  agency. 
This  cannot  be,  else  all  those  with  whom  the  means  are  used  would  re¬ 
pent  and  believe.  But  this  is  not  the  fact.  It  would  also  seem  in  that 
case,  that  some  were  naturally  better  than  others,  for  some  who  hear, 
do  believe.  But  the  scriptures  assure  us,  that  God  has  fashioned  our 
hearts  alike.  Hence,  one  is  naturally  no  better  than  another,  and  so 
,  no  more  willing  than  another  to  accept  of  offered  mercy.  The  apostle 
inquires,  1  Cor.  4.  7,  Who  maketh  thee  to  differ  from  another?  And 
what  hast  thou  that  thou  hast  not  received?  &c.  implying  that  God  made 
them  to  differ.  .  If  God  makes  his  offers  alike  to  all,  and  no  divine 
agency  accompanies  the  means,  making  them  effectual  to  some  more 
than  to  others,  then  Christians  have  made  themselves  to  differ  from 
others.  But  who  dare  venture  upon  this  ground  ?  Moreover,  it  is 
evident  from  scripture  and  fact,  that  some  grow  worse  under  the  means 
of  grace.  This  would  not  be,  if  means,  unaccompanied  by  divine  in¬ 
fluence,  could  change  the  heart.  And  provided  this  were  the  fact,  re¬ 
generation  would  not  be  the  work  of  G^.  But  it  is  the  work  of  God, 
for  we  are  said  to  be  born  of  God.  Hence,  the  means  alone  produces 
no  saving  effect. 

It  then  must  be  the  fact,  that  the  power  of  God  accompanies  the 
means,  and  renders  them  efficacious.  And  thus  the  parable,  and  thus 
V  the  whole  bible,  represents  the  matter.  The  servants  went  out  to 
bring  in  guests,  and  to  compel  them  to  come  in  ;  but  there  was  no 
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power  in  the  servants,  that  we  know  of,  to  force  them.  They  persna- 
cled  them  to  be  willing  to  come  in.  So  the  preachers  of  the  gospel  go 
out  to  persuade  sinners,  in  Christ’s  stead,  to  be  reconciled  to  God  ; — 
and  while  they  preach,  God  makes  some  willing  to  comply  with  the 
invitation.  This  is  the  true  scripture  doctrine.  While  Peter  was 
preaching  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  the  Holy  Ghost  descended  and  re-  / 
newed  the  hearts  of  eight  thousand.  So  while  Ezekiel  prophecied  to 
the  dry  bones,  God  spoke  them  into  life,  and  animated  the  vallies  with 
an  army  of  living  men. 

If  sinners  are  all  lost,  unless  God  compel  them  to  come  in,  he  must 
either  compel  ally  or  some,  or  none.  But  God  will  not  compell  all  ; 
for  some  are  to  perish.  The  smoke  of  their  torment  shall  ascend  up 
forever  and  ever ;  and  we  have  no  right  to  inquire  the  reason  why. — 
We  know  that  none  will  perish,  who  do  not  deserve  to  perish  ;  hence, 
God  is  under  no  obligation  to  save  them,  nor  incurs  any  blame  if  he 
destroys  them.  We  also  know  that  all  will  not  be  lost.  .  There  is  a 
heaven  where  some  are  to  be  made  happy  forever.  While  the  smoke 
of  the  pit  ascends  up  forever  and  ever,  these  are  to  shout  allelujah. 

The  fact  is  then  certain  that  God  must  compel  some. 

3.  If  God  must  compel  some,  he  must  choose  who,  or  another  must 
choose  for  him,  or  it  must  be  done  without  a  choice. 

Does  God  work  without  choice  ?  Will  he,  in  the  salvation  of  souls, 
the  greatest  work  that  ever  Omnipotence  achieved,  have  no  plan  ? — 
What  do  we  think  of  the  man,  who,  in  human  affairs,  has  no  plan,  by 
which  he  regulates  his  conduct  ?  Do  we  not  pronounce  him  a  fool  ?' 
If  1  were  asked  to  describe  an  ideot,  I  should  hardly  be  able  to  give  a 
better  description  than  this — He  is  one  who  acts  before  he  thinks. 
Will  any  then  ascribe  that  conduct  to  God  of  which  they  are  themselves 
ashamed  ?  God  does  not  save  till  there  is  a  choice. 

And  is  there  any  being  to  choose  for  him  ?  Who  would  be  able,  who 
would  dare  to  choose  for  him  ?  Who  would  take  upon  himself  the  aw¬ 
ful  responsibility  of  deciding  who  should  be  vessels  of  mercy  prepared 
unto  glory,  and  who  vessels  of  wrath  fiettd  to  destruction  ?  Shall  man 
choose  his  own  destiny?  Will  angels  make  the  choice  ?  Would  Ga¬ 
briel  undertake  the  immortal  task?  Would  none  choose?  Then  God 
himself  must  choose. 

4.  If  God  must  make  the  selection,  then.  He  must  either  choose  at 
the  time  he  does  it,  or  at  some  time  previously,  or  it  must  have  been 
an  eternal  choice.  Take  either  alternative.  Does  he  choose  at  the 
time  he  does  the  work  ?  The  man  who  is  capable  of  perception,  must 
see  that  this  is  to  not  choose  at  all. 

Did  he  then  choose  at  some  time  previously,  say  at  the  sinner’s 
birth,  or  at  the  creation  of  the  world?  This  would  imply  weakness  in 
God.  It  would  argue  that  previously  to  this  time  he  was  not  sufficient¬ 
ly  acquainted  with  the  case  to  form  a  judgment :  for,  if  he  was  fully 
acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances  as  before,  then  why  suspend  his 
decision  till  that  time  ?  If  known  unto  God  are  all  his  works,  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  he  surely  can  receive  no  new  light  at  any 
particular  point  of  time,  and  so  cannot  become  more  capable  of  a  decis¬ 
ion  than  before.  If  the  case  of  any  individual  sinner,  in  all  its  variety 
of  circumstances,  was  known  to  God  from  eternity,  would  it  have  been 
possible  for  him  to  suspend  the  choice  till  the  time  of  that  sinner’s 
birth  ?  IFc  judge  as  soon  as  we  have  heard  all  the  evidence,  and  have 
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received  all  the  light  that  shines  upon  the  case  ;  and  it  must  be  thus 
with  God.  We  forget  that  we  are  speaking  of  Jehovah, 'when  we  sup¬ 
pose  that  with  him  there  is  any  thing  new  or  old.  His  choice  of  whom  * 
he  would  save,  must  have  been  from  everlasting.  And  thus,  said  the 
preacher,  we  hit  upon  the  hated  doctrine  of  election. 

Here  my  surprise  was  amazing.  You  know  1  always  hated  that  doo 
trine,  and  so  bitter  was  my  hatred,  that  1  had  resolved  not  to  hear  it 
preached.  But  as  he  had  not  mentioned  election,  he  had  not  aroused 
my  hatred,  and  when  at  length  be  did  name  the  word,  1  felt  that  he  had 
so  established  the  doctrine,  that  1  would  embrace  and  love  it.  I  saw 
it  to  be  my  only  hope  of  heaven.  And  then,  and  since,  it  has  appear¬ 
ed  to  me  a  glorious  truth.  But  the  preacher  went  on  to  observ^-^ 
Now  depravity  has  made  this  election  necessary.  If  men  had  not  been 
so  confirmed  in  their  enmity  to  God  as  to  refuse  his  mercy,  there  had 
been  no  need  of  his  electing  love.  And  as  the  case  is,  if  any  can  be 
found,  who,  without  any  influence  of  the  spirit,  are  willing  to  comply 
with  the  offers  of  mercy, "there  need  be  no  election  in  their  case.  In¬ 
deed,  the  doctrine  cannot  touch  them.  It  has  only  to  do  with  those, 
who  had  rejected  mercy,  and  must  have  been  lost,  if  election  had  not 
interfered. 

Here  the  preacher  inferred, 

1.  Those  who  understandingly  .oppose  this  doctrine,  exhibit  a  ma¬ 
levolent  spirit.  "J’hey  would  keep  all  our  race  out  of  heaven.  This 
is  the  only  door  of  hope  for  those  who  are  so  depraved  that  they  will 
not  come  in  till  they  are  compelled  ;  and  we  are  all  just  so  depraved. 
Hpw  base  then  is  the  man,  who  would  bar  against  his  fellow  men  this 
last  avenue  to  heaven. 

Here  I  was  cut  to  the  quick.  1  was  the  very  wretch  he  described. 

I  had  exerted  all  my  talents  in  blocking  up  the  way  of  life.  1  had 
wished  to  bar,  against  myself  and  against  a  perishing  world,  the  only 
remaining  avenue  into  the  ark  of  God.  I  felt  for  a  time  so  guilty,  that 
it  seemed  as  if  God  could  not  forgive,  and  my  wretchedness  was  equal 
to  my  guilt.  I  wished  to  rise  and  tell  the  whole  congregation  my  base¬ 
ness.  But  I  sat  still,  and 

The  preacher  proceeded  to  infer,  ' 

2.  In  truth,  there  is  a  perfect  harmony,  while  all  error  is  contradic¬ 
tory  and  absurd.  Man  breaks  the  law  pf  God.  A  pardon  is  provided 
and  offered.  But  the  same  depravity  which  breaks  the  law  rejects  the 
gospel.  Thus  we  should  expect  depravity  to  operate.  Well,  election 
is  resorted  to  that  some  may  be  saved.  But  the  same  depravity  that 
broke  the  law,  and  rejects  the  Saviour,  hates  election.  And  the  de¬ 
praved  heart  would  hate  any  thing  else  that  God  could  do.  While  we 
thus  see  a  clear  illustration  of  the  depravity  of  the  heart,  we  see  also 
how  one  truth  prepares  the  way  for  another.  Establish  depravity, 
and  you  have  established  the  election  of  grace.  Deny  either,  and  the 
other  falls.  Error  is  a  mass  of  chaos,  truth  is  the  chaos  reduced  to 
order. 

3.  How  good  is  God.  After  sinners  have  broken  the  law,  he  pro¬ 
vides  a  Saviour,  and  offers  pardon  ;  when  they  have  rejected  this  par- 

•  don,  he  still  pursues  them,  and  compels  some  to  be  happy.  What 
amazing  grace ! 

4.  How  aggravated  will  be  the  condemnation  of.  sinners.  They 
would  have  justly  perished  when  they  had  broken  the  law,  but  their 
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condemaation  is  doubled  when  they  reject  Christ ;  and  must  there  not 
then  fall  upon  their  heads  a  triplicate  curse  when  they  hate  and  op¬ 
pose  that  election,  which  still  would  save  them  from  hell  ? 

5.  How  mist^en  are  sinners,  who  fear  that  election  may  keep  them 
'  out  of  heaven^  It  may  bring  them  to  heaven  but  can  never  keep  them 
out.  The  decrees  do  not  bar,  but  unlock  the  gates  of  heaven.  If  an 
evil  heart  of  unbelief  does  not  destroy  sinners,  election  never  will. — 
Election  is  the  contrivance  of  mercy,  not  of  wrath.  It  interposes  to 
save  some' of  a  race  of  unhappy  men,  who  otherwise  had  all  been  lost. 
Infinite  mercy  would  send  men  to  hell  as  soon  as  election. 

The  preacher  now  raised  his  eyes  to  heaven  and  thanked  God  for 
election,  that  last  hook,  on  which  a  sinner  may  hang  his  hopes.  He 
thanked  God  for  making  sinners  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power,  and 
for  pre-resolving  to  make  them  willing,  and  for  choosing  whom  he 
would  make  willing,  and  that  any  present  were  the  subjects  of  that 
life-giving  choice.  I  thought  my  heart  rent  with  every  word.  So 
much  was  I  absorbed  in  the  subject,  that  before  1  thought  that  I  was 
among  Presbyterians,  1  responded  aloud — Amen. 

The  preacher  now  proceeded  to  lay  objections. 

1.  If  this  doctrine  be  true,  says  the  objector,  means  are  useless. — 
No.  There  is  a  text  that  will  settle  this  objection.  2  Thes.  2,  13^ — 
“  But  we  are  bound  to  give  thanks  always,”  &c..  We  know  not  that 
the  servants  used  any  force  but  the  force  of  eloquence,  yet  they  must 
go  out.  So  the  gospel  must  be  preached,  and  God  grieves  at  sinners. 
The  means  are  as  much  the  subject  of  eternal  purpose  as  the  end,  and 
can  no  sooner  fail  of  their  accomplishment. 

2.  But  some  will  say.  Election  destroys  moral  agency.  No.  If  God 
bad  purposed  to  bring  men  to  heaven,  against  their  roillsy  it  would  ;  but 
he  makes  them  willing  before  he  expects  them  to  take  a  single  step.  It 
is  one  of  the  purposes  of  heaven,  that  men  shall  always  act  freely.  In 
conversion  he  draws  them,  and  they  run  after  him. 

3.  But  some  were  brought  in.  True,  but  none  came  at  the  invita¬ 
tion.  ••  Those  that  were  brought  in,  and  those  who  were  compelled  to 
come  in,  all  resemble  the  elect,  whom  God  makes  willing  in  the  day  of 
his  power. 

4.  But  it  will  be  said,  If  God  has  bound  himself  by  an  eternal  pur¬ 
pose,  he  .  may  act  differently  in  my  case  from  what  he  would,  had  he 
made  no  decree.  No.  He  knew  all  about  you,  from  eternity,  that  he 
now  knows  ;  and  if  he  had  made  no  decree,  would  now  act  exactly  as  he 
has  resolved  to  act.  Men  change  because  they  receive  new  light,  but 
God  knows  the  end  from  the  beginning,  &c. 

5.  But  if  God  has  shown  some  to  salvation,  and  not  others,  he  is 
partial.  No.  He  would  be  equally  partial,  should  he  save  some  and 
not  others  without  a  decree.  This  objection  is  as  strong  on  any  inter¬ 
position  of  divine  grace  as  against  election.  But  as  God  does  save  some 
and  not  others,  why  may  he  not  resolve  to  save  some  and  not  others  ? 
If,  by  partiality,  it  be  meant  that  God  makes  a  difference  between  two, 
who  were  alike,  he  does  this  every  day.  To  one  infant  he  gives  a 
firm  constitution,  while  to  another  he  assigns  a  weak,  sickly  frame  that 
suffers  and  dies,  and  yet  God  is  good.  He  may  then  be  good  while  he 
shall  continue  to  make  the  same  difference  forever. 

The  preacher  concluded.  Dear  fellow  sinners,  you  are  on  the  brink 
of  endless  ruin.  God  invites  you  away,  but  you  will  not  come.  He 
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haa  purposed  to  compel  some  to  come  away,  and  for  this  1  hope  you 
will  not  quarrel  with  him  ;  for  he  may  not  compel  you.  In  that  case, 
you  must  come  without  being  compelled^  or  you  are  lost.  If  you  are 
willing  to  make  your  escape,  election  will  not  injure  you  ;  but  if  you 
are  not  willing,  and  God  has  not  resolved  to  make  you  willing,  you 
will  die  in  your  sins,  and  where  Christ  is  you  cannot  come.  C.  A. 
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LETTER  TO  A  YOUNG  PREACHER. 

My  Dear  Friend : 

In  my  last  communication,  1  mentioned  some  of  the  temptations  to 
which  you  are  exposed,  and  suggested  some  considerations  to  guard 
you  against  them.  As  you  have  since  been  called  to  proclaim  the  gos¬ 
pel  to  others,  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  more  particularly  to  the 
manner  of  exhibiting  truth.  According  to  the  professions  of  almost  all 
classes  of  people,  it  is  important  that  preachers  should  rightly  divide 
the  word  of  truth,'’  and  not  dwell  too  much  on  those  subjects  which 
are  the  least  profitable,  and  especially  those  which  are  not  essential  to 
salvation.  To  perforin  this  important  duty  faithfully,  you  will  see  the 
necessity  of  having  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  system  of  divine  truth, 
and  of  the  human  character,  that  you  may  be  able  to  give  each  truth 
its  relative  importance  in  the  system,  as  well  as  to  apply  each  truth  to 
the  particular  characters  of  men. 

To  aid  you  in  this  duty,  it  will  be  necessary  that  you  have  your  eye 
on  the  example  of  those  faithful  servants  of  Christ,  who  renounced 
the  hidden  things  of  dishonesty,  not  walking  in  craftiness,  nor  handling 
the  word  of  God  deceitfully  ;  but  by  manifestation  of  the  truth,  com¬ 
mended  themselves  to  every  man’s  conscience  in  the  sight  of  Gpd,” 
and  equally  necessary  that  you  understand  the  particular  vices  of  the 
present  day,  and  exhibit  truth  in  such  a  manner  as  to  apply  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  character  of  the  age  in  which  you  live.  The  present  age  has 
not  merely  given  birth  to  new  instruments  of  art  and  mechanism,  but 
new  inventions  in  wickedness.  There  has  been  a  progress  in  error 
and  those  arts  by  means  of  which  the  holy  truths  of  the  gospel  have 
been  evaded  and  turned  into  consistency  with  a  selfish  heart  and  a  sen¬ 
sual  practice.  It  is  therefore  essential  to  the  preservation  and  perpe¬ 
tuity  of  holiness  and  righteousness  in  the  earth,  that  there  should  be  a 
progress  in  the  science  of  exhibiting  truth.  There  are  terms  in  the 
English  language,  in  which,  if  properly  explained,  the  truth  may  be  ex¬ 
hibited,  which  no  ingenuity  can  evade,  and  no  sophistry  pervert ;  and 
those  persons  must  be  blind  to  the  signs  of  the  times  who  do  not  see 
the  necessity  and  importance  of  using  them  in  order  to  preserve  the 
peculiar  truths  of  the  gospel  from  corruption,  and  commend  them  to 
every  man’s  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God.  In  order  to  adopt  some 
method  for  my  remarks,  I  will  first  mention  some  of  the  ways  by  which 
the  word  of  God  is  handled  deceitfully,  and  then  offer  some  considera¬ 
tions  to  induce  you  to  take  a  different  course. 

^  !•  When  the  truth  is  exhibited  in  terms  which  are  equivocal,  it  may 
be  truly  said  that  the  word  of  God  is  handled  deceitfully. 


♦  . 


There  are  a  vast  many  theological  terms  which  are  equivocal,  and 
may  be  understood  either  in  a  good  or  a  bad  sense.  When  these  are 
studiously  selected,  and  those  which  are  unequivocal  are  avoided,  it  is 
a  sore  indication  that  deception  is  used  by  those  who  thus  practice. 
The  direction  to  a  sinner,  for  instance,  to  “  seek  salvation,”  is  a  term 
^hich  may  be  and  often  is  understood  to  imply  a  selfish  regard  to  our 
own  individual  happiness,  and  the  phrase  “  submit  to  be  saved,”  is 
equally  capable  of  being  understood  to  mean  only  a  sacrifice  of  tempo¬ 
ral  gratifications  to  secure  eternal  salvation.  The  term  “  total  deprav¬ 
ity”  also,  which  has  been  generally  a  mark  of  separation  between  the 
orthodox  and  the  heterodox,  has  of  late  become  rather  equivocal,  and 
is  adopted  by  some  errorists.  Some  understand  by  it  the  depravity  of 
our  natural  faculties,  as  well  as  our  will,  which  affords  an  excuse  for 
evil  actions ;  and  others  understand  by  it  the  state  of  mankind  between 
the  apostacy,  the  death  of  Christ ;  but  his  death,  they  affirm,  has 
occasioned  some  degree  of  grace  or  holiness  in  every  heart.  To  these 
may  be  added  the  phrase,  “  justification  by  faith  alone,”  which  is  un¬ 
derstood  by  antinomians  to  mean  a  belief  that  the  mercy  of  God  is  se¬ 
cured  to  us,  instead  of  a  cordial  belief  in  the  truths  v^hich  relate  to  the 
character  and  works  of  Cod,  which  alone  is  saving  faith.  When  these 
terms  are  used,  and  left  without  explanation,  and  those  which  are  une¬ 
quivocal  are  studiously  avoided,  it  may  be  said  that  deception  is  used  in 
handling  the  word  of  God. 

2.  When  some  truths  are  kept  back  Jbr  fear  of  offending  the  wicked,  * 
it  is  an  indication  that  deception  is  used  with  the  scriptures.  “  Men 
must  be  taken  as  they  are,”  is  a  maxim  that  has  obtained  considerable 
currency,  at  the  present  day,  and  which,  as  literally  as  it  can  be  trans¬ 
lated  into  English,  means,  “  the  fact  that  people  are  prejudiced  against 
the  truth,  is  a  reason  why  those  doctrines  which  most  condemn  their 
hearts  and '  consciences,  should  never  be  discussed  in  public.  The 
universal  purposes  and  agency  of  God,  the  entire  dependance  of  the 
creature,  and  the  duty  of  disinterested  virtue  and  unconditional  sub¬ 
mission  and  self-denial,  are  treated  by  some  as  though  they  feared  they 
were  “  ultra  speculations,”  and  unprofitable,  and  even  dangerous  to 
preach  to  sinners,  and  calculated  to  prejudice  them  against  religion. 
To  these  spme  add  the  doctrines  of  the  total  and  uninterrupted  enmi¬ 
ty  of  the  natural  heart  to  God  and  the  direct  and  efficient  agency  of 
God  in  regeneration,  and  treat  them  as  though  they  thought  them  to  be 
unprofitable  or  untrue.  Biit  when  all  or  any  of  these  doctrines  are  kept 
back,  concealed  or  denied,  it  may  be  said  with  truth  that  the  most  dan¬ 
gerous  and  criminal  deception  is  practised  with  the  scriptures.  If 
there  is  any  thing  in  religion  that  differs  from  the  maxims  and  spirit  of 
the  world,  these  truths  are  certainly  among  its  fundamental  principles. 
To  deny  them  or  to  conceal  them  under  a  bushel,  or  even  a  pretence 
of  piety,  is  using  deception  which  will  be  fatal  to  those  who  practice  it 
and  those  who  are  deceived  through  their  instrumentality.  No  per¬ 
son  can  deny  or  conceal  these  truths  without  being  chargeable  with 
preaching  “  another  gospel.” 

3.  When  any  truths  of  the  gospel  are  preached  and  explained  in 
such  a  manner  that  to  believe  and  practice  them  is  consistent  with 
supreme  selfishness^  the  word  of  God  is  handled  deceitfully.  Every 
system  of  error  with  which  1  am  acquainted  contains  more  or  less  truth. 
Universalists  admit  the  universal  goodness  of  God,  the  universal  atone¬ 
ment  of  Christ,  and  the  universd  offer  of  salvation.  Arminians,  and 
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even  some  Universalists  profess  to  hold  to  a  change  of  heart,  and  of¬ 
ten  urge  sinners  to  repent  and  reform.  Deists  hold  to  the  divine  mer¬ 
cy,  and  some  semi-Calvinists  advance  a  step  further,  and  profess  to 
hold  to  the  doctrine  of  total  moral  depravity,  the  special  agency  of 
God  in  regeneration,  and  the  doctrine  of  election,  while  they  oppose 
the  universal  agency  of  God,  the  entire  dependence  of  the  creature  for 
every  volition,  the  sovereign  purpose  of  reprobation,  and  the  duty  of 
unconditional  submission  and  self-denial.  But  when  these  errorists 
explain  the  truths  they  profess  to  believe,  do  they  not  all  agree  in 
making  them  consistent  with  a  supreme  regard  to  our  own  salvation  ? 
When  they  explain  the  mercy  of  God  in  making  atonement  and  offering 
I  salvation,  do  they  not  all  represent  it  as  a  partial  fondness  for  sinners, 
i  instead  of  that  sovereign  pleasure  by  which  God  expressly  claims  to  be 
actuated  ?  “  Not  for  your  sakes  do  I  this,  O  house  of  Israel,  be  U.  ' 

known  unto  you,  but  for  mine  holy  name’s  sake.” 

I  When  they  define  the  goodness  of  God  to  sinners,  do  they  not  argee 
I  in  representing  it  as  partial  for  his  creatures,  instead  of  that  disinter¬ 
ested  holiness  which  led  him  to  appoint  some  to  “  stumble  at  the  word,” 

I  and  tp  be  broken  and  snared  and  taken,”  to  promote  the  highest 
!  good  of  the  universe  ?  'When  they  preach  on  the  Invitations  of  the 
'  gospel,  do  they  not  frequently  make  an  effort  to  conceal  the  important 
distinction  between  God’s  desire  for  the  salvation  of  sinners  simply 
considered,  and  his  will  on  the  whole?  Do  not  some  who  preach 
against  universal  salvation  in  words,  often  strike  at  this  distinction 
which  is  the  only  safeguard  against  it,  and  represent  the  desires  of  God 
as  partial  for  sinners,  and  as  though  he  chose  on  the  whole  to  have  all 
I  .repent  and  be  saved,  and  did  all  be  could  to  effect  it  ? 

I  •  When  they  bring  into  view  the  atonement,  do  they  not  represent  it 
as  a  partial  if  not  a  perfect  satisfaction  to  /ega/ justice,  which  will  clear 
the  sinner  from  its  penalty  ?  Do  they  not  represent  the  sorrow  which 
is  excited  by  fear  of  punishment  to  be  the  true  repentance  of  the  gos¬ 
pel,  instead  of  its  being  only  the  sorrow  of  the  world  which  worketh 
death  ?  Do  they  not  often  represent  human  depravity  to  be  an  infirm¬ 
ity,  and  the  subjects  of  it  as  in  a  helpless  and  pitiable  state,  instead  of 
being  voluntary  enemies  to  the  true  character  of  God  ?  When  they 
preach  iipon  regeneration,  do  they  not  agree  in  representing  the  change 
.  to  be  in  the  objects  instead  of  the  nature  of  the  affections,  and  extend 
their  charity  to  those  who  apparently  have  been  led  to  give  up  their 
only  temporal  gratifications,  to  secure  their  eternal  interest  ?  Is  not 
the  doctrine  of  election  often  represented  to  be  an  act  of  mere  good¬ 
ness  to  the  subjeet,  instead  of  an  act  of  sovereign  goodness  to  the  uni¬ 
verse  ? 

In  short,  is  not  their  God  a  different  God,  and  their  gospel  in  every 
part  of  it,  another  gospel,”  from  the  one  contained  in  the  Bible  ?  <  A 
scheme  of  religion,  perfectly  congenial  to  the  feelings,  the  maxims, 
and  the!  spirit  of  the  world  ? — A  phantom  of  high  rais^  hopes  and  ex¬ 
pectations,  which  will  disappear  at  the  first  ray  of  the  light  of  eternity, 

.  and  leave  its  unhappy  votaries  a  prey  to  the  keenest  disappointment 
and  eternal  despair  ?  When  these  truths  are  thus  explained,  it  is  ap¬ 
parent  that  the  most  criminal  deception  is  used  with  the  word  of  God. 
If  errorists  would  content  themselves  with  publishing  pure  error,  in 
name  as  well  as  in  reality,  and  not  embrace  any  truths  in  their  schemes, 
their  varied  systems  of  error  would  be  comparatively  harmless.  But 
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by  embracing  and  perverting  every  truth  which  is  capable  of  perver-  - 
sion*  they  give  a  plausibility  to  their  schemes  which  proves  fatal  to 
millions. 

Having  briefly  stated  some  of  the  ways  in  which  the  word  of  truth  is 
handled  decitfully,  1  now  will  surest  a  few  considerations  to  induce 
you  to  take  the  opposite  course,  and  by  a  faithful  manifestation  of  the 
truth,  commend  yourself  to  every  man’s  conscience  in  the  sight  of 
God.  Here,  however,  I  wish  to  remark,  that  “  not  handling  the  word 
of  God  deceitfully”  is  to  exhibit  and  clearly  explain  every  truth  and 
duty  which  is  taught  either  directly  or  indirectly  in  the^scriptures, 
and  give  them  their  native  and  relative  importance  in.  the  system  of 
parochial  instruction.  Particular  regard,  however,  must  be  paid  to 
the  particular  state  and  character  of  your  hearers,  and  to  the  predomi¬ 
nant  vices  of  the  day.  When  immorality  prevails,  it  is  important  to 
exhibit,  with  frequency  and  plainness,  the  extent,  spirituality,  and 
eternal  sanctions  of  the  law  of  God.  When  stupidity  *  prevails,  it  is 
important  that  you  describe  with  plainness,  and  exhibit  with  frequency, 
the  character,  designs,"  and  agency  of  God,  the  immortality  of  the 
soul,  and  the  solemn  realities  of  judgment  and  eternity.  When  hy¬ 
pocrisy  prevails,  it  is  important  that  the  human  heart  should  be  de-' 
scribed,  and  its  deceit  and  wickedness  exposed  and  condemned.  When 
heresy  and  loose  sentiments  prevail,  it  is  important  to  show  the  na¬ 
ture,  tendency,  and  fatal  influence  of  error,  that  it  may  be  seen  to  be 
as  it  is,  the  appointed  means  of  eternal  destruction.  When  sophistry 
and  vain  philosophy  prevail,  the  absurd  maxims  and  the  false  conclu¬ 
sions  of  errorists  must  be  detected  and  refuted,  and  the  system  of  di 
vine  truth  portrayed  in  all  its  harmony,  consistency,  and  eternal 
fitness. 


It  is  not  an  important  objection  against  any  term  or  expression,  that 
it  is  not  found  in  the  Bible.  It  was  impossible  for  the  truths  of  the 
Bible  to  be  expressed  in  terms  to  suit  exactly  the  particular  mode  of 
expressing  ideas  in  every  age  and  nation.  The  harmony,  however, 
and  connexion  of  the  whole  system  of  divine  truth,  throws  sufficient 
light  upon  every  part.  Since  the  inventions  of  men  have  sought  out 
ways  to  evade  dmost  every  scripture  expression  that  is  opposed  to 
their  different  schemes,  it  is  not  wise  above  what  is  written,  to  express 
truth  in  terms  not  used  in  scripture,  provided  the  terms  are  hostile  to 
no  doctrine  or  duty  of  the  Bible,  and  are  more  applicable  to  the  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  hearer,  or  less  subject  to  evasion.  Any  truth  which 
can  be  proved  by  fair  and  legitimate  inferences  from  other  truths,  and 
also  can  be  proved  to  be  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  cor¬ 
rection,  and  instruction  in  righteousness,  ought  to  be  admitted,  and  re¬ 
ceive  its  relative  importance  in  the  system  of  theological  instruction. 
The  apostles  often  proved  the  truths  they  taught,  by  arguments^  drawn 
from  scripture  facts  and  revealed  truths.  It  has  been  a  question  of 
late  whether  some  theological  writers  do  not  carry  many  truths  too  far. 


If  by  carrying  troth  too  far,  is  meant  preaching  it  too  plainly,  it  is  ab¬ 
surd  to  suppose  my  truth  or  duty  can  be  carried  too  far.  The  apostle 
Paul  approved  himself  to  every  man’s  conscience  by  a  manifestation 
and  not  a  concealment  of  the  truth.  The  only  safe  rule  to  be  adopted 


is  to  carry  every  troth  and  duty  as  far  as  they  can  be  carried,  either 
by  direct  scripture  expressions,  or  by  fair  and  legitimaU  inferences 
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from  other  troths  and  duties,  and  to  gire  each  truth  and  duty  its  natife 
and  relative  importance  in  the  system  of  theology. 

^  This  rule  is  the  only  consistent  and  practicable  method  of  lay¬ 
ing  a  foundation  for  a  permanent  and  happy  union  among  professing 
Christians,  it  is  of  vut  importance  that  professors  of  religion 
should  united  both  in  sentiment  and  practice,  having  the  same 
mind  and  the  same  judgment.  One  of  the  most  powerful  objections 
■against  religion  is,  that  its  professors  are  not  agreed  among  them¬ 
selves.  No  benevolent  person  can  Contemplate  the  evils  which  are 
continually  arising  from  this  source,  and  not  feel  a  deep  desire  for  a 
permanent  union  among  Christians.  A  great  variety  of  standards  for 
union  have  been  proposed  different  from  this  rule  ;  but  those  who 
have  proposed  them  have  always  found  it  utterly  impracticable  to 
bring  all  others  to  their  standard  of  orthodoiy.  They  have  always 
found  a  vast  number  who  wished  to  be  either  ahfvSl^r  below  them. 
But  if  Christians  would  only  adopt  this  rtandin^and  declare  the 
whole  counsel  of  God,  and  not  handle  his  word  deeilMI^  but  carry  ev¬ 
ery  truth  and  duty  as  far  as  they  can  be  carried,  they  would  find  none 
who  could  get  above  them,  and  none  who  could  offer  a  good  reason  for 
being  below  them.  This  is  the  only  practicable  meth^  to  pvuMIferw 
permanent  union,  and  certainly  the  only  one  that  is  lawful,  ^anj 
thing  can  be  proved  to  be  true,  it  ought  to  be  adopted  and  re^MMS 
importance  in  the  system. 

This  rule  is  the  only  one  by  means  of  which  all  the  ol]gections  wUch 
are  urged  against  the  truth  can  be  refuted.  It  is  impossible  for 
minians  or  Antinomians  to  refute  all  the  objections  of  UnivevMMlMh 
and  it  is  impossible  for  those  who  hold  to  natural  inability,  to  driratlie 
sinner  from  all  his  strong  holds.  It  is  impossible  for  those  who  hold 
to  a  selfish  religion,  to  refute  the  fundamental  objection,  timt  tfiere  is 
nothing  in  religion  different  from  the  spirit  of  the  world.  It  ast^ab- 
surd  for  those  who  hold  that  a  sinner  is  passive  in  regenenfiao,  to 
urge  him  to  make  himself  a  new  heart  ;  ai^  it  is  impossible  Ihriihoso 
who  deny  the  absolute  sovereignty  of  God,  and  the  doty  of  dMnter- 
ested  benevolence,  to  refute  an  Arminian.  But  it  was  perfectfy  easy 
.  for  St.  Paul  to  refute  all  these  errors.  And  those  who  believe  all  the 
truths  he  did,  and  carry  them  equally  far,  find  no  difficulty  in  reffiliitf 
every  objection  that  hiis  been  or  can  be  urged  against  them. 
scheme  stands  on  the  firm  basis  of  reason,  of  scripture,  and  the 
nal  fitnes^s  of  things,  and  carries  irresistible  evdience  to  evMy 
conscience  of  its  truth,  importance,  and  eternal  consequences.  This, 
the  advocates  of  error  very  well  know,  from  their  own  experience, 
and  when  they  preach  or  write  s^ainst  it,  they  seldom  if  ever  venture 
to  state  with  candor  and  fairness  the  whole  system,  or  indeed  any  of 
its  relative  parts.  They  first  make  a  caricature  of  Calvinism,  and 
then  labor  to  show  the  absurdity  and  inconsistency  of  that,  and  thus  im¬ 
pose  upon  the  ignorant  and  unwary.  They  set  up  inconriliMit  and  con¬ 
tradictory  images  of  their  own  forming,  and  exercise  their  dfliat  expos- 
‘  ing  their  deformity,  and  then  boast  of  their  success  in  refutingCalvinism. 

This  rule  is  the  best  adapted  to  carry  conviction  to  the  dilBcience. 
Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  human  character,  knww,  that  in 
order  to  promote  conviction  and  genuine  conversion,  it  is  MOiBsary, 
not  only  to  remove  every  objection,  but  also  to  exh^t  Mth^Moch 
a  manner  that  it  will  appear  consistent^  important,  and  attraidiA  with 
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eternal  consequences.  But  no  other  scheme  is  consistent  with  itoelf, 
with  reason,  and  with  the  scriptures.  No  other  scheme  is  attended 
with  such  important  and  eternal  consequences  to  sinners,  and  no  oth* 
er  approves  itself  to  every  man’s  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God.  I 
am  aware  that  these  remarks  will  be  said  to  be  in  contradiction  to 
existing  facts  at  the  present  day.  It  will  be  said  that  other  preachings 
which  is  less  likely  to  fill  the  carnal  mind  with  enmity,  is  the  most 
successful.  But  what  does  this  prove  ?  Is  there  not  fdse  religion  in 
the  world  ?  And  what  is  still  more  deplorable,  is  not  the  opposition 
to  this  rule  by  professors  6f  religion,  a  sufiicient  reason  why  its  faith- 
ful  application  is  attended  with  so  little  success  ?  When  professors 
of  religion  take  sides  with  sinners,  and  oppose,  either  directly  or  in¬ 
directly,  any  of  the  truths  they  hate,  is  it  pot  well  adapted  to  destroy 
their  conviction  and  confirm  them  in  their  opposition  to  truth  ?  I  said 
there  has  been  a  progress  in  error  and  the  arts  by  means  of  which  the 
truth  is  evaded,  which  renders  it  important  that  the  truth  should  be 
exhibited  in  more  discriminating  and  unequivocal  terms.  It  is  not 
sufficient  now  to  use  only  the  same  terms  which  were  used .  by  the  re¬ 
formers  in  the  sixteenth  century.  A  sermon  which  then  would  have 
cafried  conviction  to  the  conscience,  would  now  he  evaded  by  many, 
and  fail  of  producing  the  same  effect.  No  man  carries  truth  any . 
Qrrther  for  this  day,  than  Luther  and  Calvin  did,  for  the  period  of  the 
Rtformation,  or  Edwards  and  Bellamy  for  the  period  in  which  they 
lived*  Many  who  now  pretend  to  hold  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Re*, 
formation,”  never  inculcate,  but  oppose  the  disinterested  spirit  which 
tte  Reformers  taught,  and  by  which  they  were  actuated. 

f  will  only  add,  that  it  is  important  you  adopt  this  rule,  not  only  be¬ 
cause  it  is  the  only  defensible  scheme,  but  because  it  is  the  only  one  to 
secure  the  favor  and  promises  of  God.  It  is  a  small  thing  to  gain  the 
iavot^or  incur  the  displeasure  of  men.  A  scheme  more  congenial  to 
the  wicked  heart  might  perhaps  gain  you  more  popularity.  But  the 
woe  of  Christ  would  be  against  you :  Woe  unto  you,  when  all  men 
shall  speak  well  of  you.”  Many  humbled  ,  sinners  however  have 
thanked  those  preachers  who  faithfully  described  the  wicke^ess  of 
their  hearts.  But  no  minister  is  so  dependent  on  men  as*  he  is  on 
God.  He  is  able  to  bow  the  most  stubborn  heart  and  lay  the  most 
haughty  sinner  at  the  foot  of  sovereign  mercy.  Christ  has  promised 
to  be  with  his  faithful  ones  ;  and  his  presence  is  a  source  of  consola- 
ti^which  no  human  power  can  give  or  take  away. 
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Prudence.  They  are,  indeed,  changed  in  many  respects.  Verjrfe# 
could  go  on  pilgrimage  then  without  exposing  themselves  to  the  loss  of 
their  goods,  and  many  suffered  bonds  and  imprisonments,  and  some 
even  death  itself. 

Ardent.  All  such  dangers  are  past,  I  trust,  forever. 

Pr.  Perhaps  not  forever.  It  is  as  true  now,  as  then,  that  all  that 
^11  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus,  shall  suffer  persecution.”  It  is  not 
persecution,  indeed,  in  the  same  form  now.  Most  civil  governments 
now  find  it  for  their  interest  to  protect  the  life,  liberty  and  property 
of  their  subjects,  let  their  religious  opinions  and  practices  be  what  they 
may.  But  the  same  spirit  of  opposition  to  all  true  pilgrims,  still  exists, 
and  is  manifested  in  a  great  variety  of  ways. 

Ard.  But  1  suppose  that  the  influence  of  true  religion  is  now  so  ex¬ 
tensively  felt,  and  so  rapidly  increasing,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
bring  any  civil  government  to  authorize  a  persecution  for  conscience's 
sake.  r 

Pr.  Perhaps  it  may  be  ascribed  to  this,  in  part  t  tUbk  it  is  also 
to  be  ascribed,  in  part,  to  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
views  of  civilized  nations,  in  regard  to  the  political  rights  of  men. — 
This  change  of  views  in  regard  to  the  political  rights  of  men,  may  haw 
been  a  consequence  of  the  influence  of  real  religion  in  former  genera¬ 
tions  ;  and  the  effect  may  have  remained  where  the  cause  has  ceaaed* 
The  advocates  of  licentiousness  also,  who  have  been  so  numm^us 
within  the  last  century,  have  found  it  for  their  interest  to  favorlhe 
cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  at  least,  in  profession,  in  order  the 
better  to  forward  their  own  designs.  These  things  may  account  ibr 
there  being  now  no  persecutions  unto  death  for  consience’  sake,  with¬ 
out  supposing  there  is  any  less  enmity  of  heart  against  true  rel^^nn 
now,  than  there  was  in  the  days  of  the  pilgrim  Christian. 

Ard.  Do  you  think,  then,  that  there  is  not  now  much  more  tiw  re? 
ligion  in  the  world  than  there  was  then  ? 

Pr.  Perhaps  there  is.  But,  as  religion  of  some  kind  is  quite  &ab- 
ionable  now,  there  may  not  be  so  much  in  realit)^  as  there  is  in  appear 
ance.  Great  numbers  do  indeed  assume  the  pilgrim’s  drm  ami  name, 
but  many,  by  their  walk,  give  reason  to  fear  that  they  are  not  true  piW 
grims.  Our  neighbors,  who  have  set  up  the  new  house,  and  call  them¬ 
selves  by  our  names,  entertain  many  more  than  we  do.  If  true  region 
has  had  some  increase,  as  we  hope  it  has,  of  late  years,  it  is  evident 
that  false  religion  has  had  a  great  increase  also.  I^veral  new  denom¬ 
inations  oferrorists  have  sprung  up,  since  Christian’s  time,  which  now 
number  their  thousands,  and  some  their  hundreds  of  thousands.  And 
many  of  the  children  of  those  who  were  renowned  pilgriflis  in  those  ■ 
days,  have  been  carried  away  with  prevailing  errors,  and  never  call  at 
our  house.  And  some,  who  we  hope  are  r^  pilgrims  at  h^ut,  stay 
with  us  but  a  short  time,  and  seem  to  be  afraid  to  lay  open  their  hearts 
to  us. 

Ard.  I  had  supposed  that  true  religion  was  greatly  on  the  increase, 
and  that  no  period  had  been  so  distinguished  as  the  present  for  revi* 
vals  of  religion. 

Pr.  Revivals  of  religion  are  probably  more  frequent  at  the  present 
day,  than  they  have  been  for  many  years  before.  And  every  genuine 
revival  is  an  increase  of  true  religion.  But,  as  every  single  chrisiiin 
grace  has  its  counterfeit,  so  doubtless  that  collection  of  graces,  wldcK 
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constitutes  a  reTival  of  religion,  may  have  its  counterieit  also.  And^  i 
the  more  revivals  of  religion  prevail,  and  the  higher  the  esteem  which  J 
is  felt  for  them,  the  more  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  the  great  deceiv-  \  1 
er  will  employ  his  art  in  endeavoring  to  imitate  them.  It  would  not  be  ] 
safe  therefore,  to  conclude  that  every  religious  excitement  is  a  genu* 
ine  revival,  any  more  than  that  all  the  money  in  circulation  is  genuine 
coin..  But  as  counterfeits  are  never  attempted  where  there  is  nothing 
genuine  to  be  counterfeited,  the  frequent  recurrence  of  what  are  call¬ 
ed  revivals,  (though  many  of  them  should  prove  revivals  of  false  reli- 
gioq,)  affords  reason  to  conclude  there  is  an  increase  of  true  religion,  as. 
well  as  of  false.  And  when  we  come  to  compare  the  fruits  they  pro¬ 
duce,  this  conclusion  receives  additional  confirmation  ;  for  the  fruit  of 
some  of  them  is  undeniably  good. 

Thoughtful.  I  perceive  that  it  is  necessary  to  distinguish  the  chaff 
from  the  wheat.  But  many  complain  of  those  who  attempt  to  do  so,  as 
if  they  wished  to  destroy  the  wheat  as  well  as  the  chaff.  ' 

Pr.  Such  complaints  are  highly  unreasonable  ;  and  no  prudent  man 
would  be  deterred  by  them  from  carefully  separating  his  wheat  from 
the  chaffy  be^re  he  lays  it  up  in  his  granary  for  use.  Those  who  wish 
toi  vend  their  chaff  under  the  name  of  wheat,  may  indeed,  complain  of 
such  as  attempt  to  distinguish  them  ;  but  those  who  really  value  the 
vth^at  for  its  excellent  quality,  will  wish  to  have  it  separated  from 
•vsty  worthless  material,  with  which  it  may  be  mixed.  Or,  to  use  the 
other  figure,  none  but  those  who  have  an  interest  in  the  circulation  of  * 
Counterfeit  money,  will  be  likely  to  complain  of  those  who  try  to  assist 
tiie  public  in  distinguishing  the  counterfeit  from  the  true. 

Ard.  1  have  not  only  supposed  that  true  religion  is  greatly  on  the 
ioetease,  but  that  it  would  continue  to  increase  and  prevail,  till  the 
whole  world  shall  become  true  pilgrims,  and  that  that  happy  day  can* 
not  be  fhr  distant. 

Pr.  The  time  is  no  doubt  approaching,  perhaps  it  is  near  at  hand, 
when  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  shall  fill  the  earth,  as  the  waters  cover 
tbilgueas.  But  there  may  be  a  dark  and  trying  cbiy  for  true  pilgrims 
beCsfe  the  time  arrives. 

Ard.  You  surprize  me.  I  thought  the  church  had  seen  her  dark* 
est  days,  long  since  ;  and  that  there  now  remained  but  little  for  her  to 
do,  but  to  take  possession  of  the  whole  earth  as  her  own. 

Pr.  If  you  will  look  into  the  predictions  contained  in  ’ the  King’s 
booh^  of  the  introduction  of  those  happy  days,  you  will  find  that  they 
are  akuost  uniformly  connected  with  terrible  and  wasting  judgments' 
upon  the  enemies  of  the  King.  If  all  are  about  to  become  his  friends, 
where  will  be  the  enemies  that  are  to  be  destroyed  from  off  the  earth  ? 

Ard.  1  had  not  attended  to  that  fact.  1  recollect,  indeed,  that  the  ' 


Pimce  Immanuel  says,  in  one  place,  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine 
heart,  and  the  year  of  my  redeemed  is  come;”  But  is  it  not  promised 
to  the  Prince  Immanuel,  in  the  second  Psalm,  that  he  shall  have  the  ^ 
heatlmtfcr  his  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the.  earth  for 
hispcmmaion? 

Pr.  Yes,  they  are  to  be  delivered  into  his  hands  to  be  disposed  of 
ail  hii  pleasure.  But  what  has'he  to  do  with  them  ?  It  is  said  in  the 
*^Thou  shah  break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron  ;  thou  shalt 
I  pieces  like  a  potter’s  vessel.”  And  die  19th  chapter  of 
mtains  a  description  of  ti  modt  terrible  destruction  of  the 
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enemies  of  Immanuel,  in  which  so  many  are  to  perish,  that  all  the 
fowls  of  heaven  are  to.  be  filled  with  their  flesh ;  which  is  immediately 
followed  by  the  binding  of  Satan,  for  a  thousand  years.  In  this  des¬ 
cription,  it  is  said  of  the  Prince  Immanuel,  “and  out  of  his  mouth  go«» 
eth  a  sharp  sword,  that  with  it  he  should  smite  the  nations  :  and  he 
shall  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron  :  and  he  treadeth  the  wine-press  of 
the  fierceness  and  wrath  of  Almighty  God.”  This  passage  seems  to 
refer  to  the  aforementioned  Psalm,  and  also  to  a  passage  in  the  fi3d 
chapter  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  which  chapter  contains  the  verse  you 
mentioned.  In  that  chapter  the  church  asks,  “Who  is  this  that  com- 
eth  from  Edom,  with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah  ?  this  that  is  glori¬ 
ous  in  his  apparel,  travelling  in  the  greatness  of  his  strength  ?”  And 
Immanuel  answers,  “  1  that  speak  in  righteousness,  mighty  to  save.” 
Again  the  church  asks,  “Wherefore  art  thou  red  in  thine  apparel, 
and  thy  garments  like  him  that  treadeth  in  the  wine-fat  ?”  And  he 
answers,  “  I  have  trodden  the  wine-press  alone  ;  and  of  the  people 
there  was  none  with  me  :  for  1  will  tread  them  in  mine  anger,  and 
tnimple  them  in  my  fury ;  and  their  blood  shall  be  sprinkled  on  my 
garments,  and  I  wdll  stain  all  my  raiment.  For  the  day  of  vengeance 
is  in  mine  heart,  and  the  year  of  my  redeemed  is  come.”  The  chap¬ 
ters  connected  with  this  contain  promises  of  the  happy  days  of  the 
church,  which  are  to  be  introduced  by  this  terrible  destruction  of  her 
^  enemies.  The  enemies  of  the  church,  then,  and  of  the  great  Head  of 
'  the  church,  are  to  be  very  numerous  in  the  time  immediately  prece¬ 
ding  the  day  of  millenial  glory  :  and  are  not  to  be  converted,  but  des¬ 
troyed  in  a  most  terrible  manner* 

Thought.  Is  there  reason  to  expect  a  further  increase  of  error  and 
false  religion,  in  order  to  prepare  the  way  for  that  appearance  of  the 
Prince  Immanuel,  so  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  his  friends,  so  terrible  to 
his  enemies  ? 

Pr.  I  think  there  is.  Connected  with  the  drying  up  of  the  river 
Euphrates^,  in  order  to  prepare  the  way  of  the  Kings  of  the  East,  t^ 
beloved -disciple  says,  “And  I  saw  three  unclean  spirits,  like 
come  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  dragon,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  beiMt^ 
and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  false  prophet.  For  they  are  the  spirits  of 
devils,  working  miracles,  which  go  forth  unto  the  kir^gs  of  the  earth, 
and  of  the  whole  world,  to  gather  them  to  the  battle  of  that  great  day 
of  God  Almighty.”  I  take  this  to  mean,  that  error,  and  delusion,  and 
false  religibn  are  to  prevail,  in  order  to  gather  men  to  the  battle  of  the 
great  day. 

Thought.  Are  there  any  prophecies  which  speak  expressly  ot  the 
prevalence  of  error  in  the  last  times  ? 

Pr.  Yes  ;  there  are  many.  The  following  are  some  of  them. — 
*“  This  know  also  in  the  last  days,  perilous  times  shall  come.  For 
men  shall  be  lovers  of  their  own  selves,  covetous,  boasters,  proud, 
blasphemers,  disobedient  to  parents,  unthankful,  unholy,  without  nat¬ 
ural  afiection,  truce  breakers,  false  accusers,  incontinent,  fierce,  des- 
plsers  of  those  that  are  good,  traitors,  heady,  high-minded,  lo^lirs  of 
pleasure  more  than  lovers  of  God  ;  having  a  form  of  godliness,  bftfcjfe* 
nying  the  power  thereof :  from  such  turn  away.  For  of  this  sort*e 
they  which  creep  into  houses,  and  lead  captive  silly  women, 

*  i  Tim.  3. 1-8,  and  4. 3, 4. 1  Tim.  4, 1,  2.  t  Pet.  3.  3, 4.  Jude,  11 
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with  sins,  led  away  with  divers  lusts  :  ever  learning,  and  never  able 
to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  Now  as  Jannes  and  Jambrea 
withstood  Moses,  so  do  these  also  resist  the  truth  :  men  of  corrupt 
minds,  reprobate  concerning  the  faith.”  For  the  time  will  come 
when  they  will  not  endure  sound  doctrine  ;  but  after  their  own  lusts 
shall  they  heap  to  themselves  teachers  having  itching  ears  ;  and  they 
shall  tujn  away  their  ears  from  the  truth,  and  shall  be  turned  unto  fa¬ 
bles.”  “  Now  the  Spirit  speaketh  expressly  that  in  the  latter  times 
some  shall  depart  from  the  faith,  giving  heed  to  seducing  spirits,  and 
doctrines  of  devils  ;  speaking  lies  in  hypocrisy ;  having  their  con¬ 
science  seared  with  a  hot  iron.”  “  Knowing  this  first  that  there  shall 
come  in  the  last  days,  scoffers,  walking  after  their  own  lusts,  and  say¬ 
ing,  where  is  the  promise  of  his  coming  ?  for  since  the  fathers  fell 
iisleep,  all  things  continue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning  of  the  cre¬ 
ation.”  ”  But,  beloved  remember  ye  the  words  which  were  spoken  » 
before  of  the  apostles  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  how  that  they  told 
you,  there  should  be  mockers  in  the  last  time,  who  should  walk  after 
their  own  ungodly  lusts.  These  be  they  which  separate  themselves, 
sensual,  having  nottjie  spirit.”  . 

Thought.  Is  it  not  reasonable  to  expect,  that  if  error  thus  prevails, 
it  will,  be  accompanied  with  a  more  violent  opposition  to  the  truth, 
than  now  appears,  and  even  a  persecution  of  its  friends,  to  banishment 
and  death  ? 

Pr.  I  think  it  is  not  unreasonable  ^to  expect  such  a  consequence.  ‘ 
Whenever  civil  governments  have  persecuted,  it  has  been  under  the 
pretence  that  those  they  sotrejited,  were  enemies  to  the  state.  When 
the  number  of  the  friends  of  truth  shall  have  become  small,  and  error 
greatly  prevails,  it  will  not  be  strange  if  laws  should  be  enacted  which 
true  Christians  cannot  conscientiously  obey  ;  and  must  therefore  sub¬ 
mit  to  their  penalties,  or  flee  for  their  lives. 

Thought.  I  remember  that  the  mistresses  of  the  new  house,  where 
we  staid  last  night,  boasted  that  many  of  the  King’s'ambassadors  were 
acting  under  their  influence,  and  propiigating  their  maxims.  If  this  is 
ttue,  it  doubtless  contributes  very  much  to  accelerate  tte  progress  of 
error. 

Pr.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  some,  whom  the  King  has  sent  forth,  have 
been  imposed  upon  by  them,  and  fallen  too  much  under  their  influence. 
And  there  is  no  doubt  that  very  many  who  call  theinselves  the  King’s 
ambassadors,  are  heartily  engaged  in  the  same  cause  with  themselves. 

Ard.  It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented  that  any  who  maintain  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  true  ambassadors,  of  the  King  should  lend  their  influence, 
in  any  way,  to  the  propagation  of  error.  1  trust  they  cannot  do  it  to 
any  great  extent,  or  they  would  themselves  discover  their  fault,  and 
reform. 

Pr.  Perhaps  they  do  it  more  extensively  than  they  themselves  are 
aware  of.  By  complying  with  the  maxims  of  Carnal-Policy,  under  the 
namjS  of  Prudence,  they  exert  a  powerful  influence  against  the  cause  of 
truth  tn  many  ways.  And  if  they  at  the  same  time  support  the  char¬ 
acter  of  great  and  good  men,  it  greatly  increases  that  influence.  One 
inifividual  of  this  description,  who  does  so,  is  likely  to  use  his  influence 
with  his  brethren  to  persuade  them  to  do  likewise.  The  native  temper 
of  the  human  heart  is  on  the  side  of  error,  and  against  the  troth.  If 
theiruth  is  kept  out  of  sight  for  fear  of  giving  offence,  the  contrary 
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error  will  be  embraced,  and  spread  among  the  people.  If  one  such 
man  keeps  back  some  of  the  most  offensive  truths  which  others  preachy 
his  example  will  be  pleaded  as  a  ptoof  that  the  others  do  wrong.  And 
if  be  is  inquired  of,  on  the  subject,  he  will  scarcely  fail  of  saying  some¬ 
thing  in  his  own  justification,  which  will  go  to  condemn  his  more  faith* 
ful  brethren.  He  will  then  render  himself  popular  with  those  who 
hate  the  truth  ;  and  being  esteemed  a  great  and  good  man,  he  will  have 
influence  with  many  who  love  the  truth,  to  make  them  think  it  impru¬ 
dent  to  press  it  upon  the  consciences  of  those  who  dislike  it.  And  thus 
he  will  be  destroying  the  influence  of  his  more  faithful  brethren,  and 
setting  even  the  friends  of  truth  themselves  against  the  faithful  decla¬ 
ration  of  it.  And  when  the  influence  of  his  more  faithful  brethren  is, 
by  this  means,  destroyed,  it  is  said  at  once  that  they  lost  it  by  their 
own  imprudent  conduct ;  and  the  loss  of  it  is  plead^ed  as  a  proof  that 
their  conduct  was  wrong.  And  thus,  the  evil  accumulates,  and  extends 
itself  far  and  wide  ;  and  the  consequences  go  down  to  succeeding  ages, 
and  are  never  fully  known,  till  the  day  of  judgment  discloses  them, 
and  the  eternal  pit  re-echoes  with  the  groans  of  those  who  have  been 
destroyed  for  ever  by  this  means. 

Thought,  What  ^d  the  great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles  mean,  when 
he  said,  he  **  became  all  things  to  all  men,  that  be  might  by  all  means 
save  some  ?’* 

Pr,  It  is  evident  that  he  did  not  mean  a  compliance  with  any  thing 
unlawful.  And  from  what  he  elsewhere  says,  it  is  plain  that  he  con¬ 
sidered  it  unlawful  to  disguise  or  keep  back  the  great  truths  of  the 
gospel.  From  the  connection  in  which  he  says  it,  it  appears,  that  a 
compliance  with  the  ceremonies  of  the  law  of  Moses,  when  among  the 
Jews,  and  an  omission  of  them  when  among  the  Gentiles,  were  the 
things  chiefly  spoken  of.  A  compliance  with  the  innocent  customs  of 
those  among  whom  we  are,  in  order  to  gain  their  attention  to  the  truth, 
would  be  in  accordance  vdth  his  declaration  and  example.  To  the 
weak,  he  says,  became  I  as  weak,  that  I  might  gain  the  weak.’*  That 
is,  he  adapted  his  instructions  to  the  capacity  of  his, hearers,  and  took 
pains  to  teach  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  undei^tood  ;  not  making 
a  vain  ostentation  of  his  learning  or  talents,  to  excite  the  admiration  of 
his  hearers,  but  giving  his  iastructions  in  a  plain  and  familiar  mannfr. 

Thought,  What  did  he  mean  by  saying  to  the  Corinthians,  I  have 
fed  you  with  milk\  and  not  with  meat ;  for  hitherto  ye  were  not  able  to 
bear  it,  neither  yet  now  are  ye  able  ?” 

'  Pr,  By  milk  he  doubtless  meant  the  first  principles  of  the  gospel, 
those  plain,  fundamental  truths,  the  belief  and  love  of  whidb  ace'Oo  ne¬ 
cessary  to  the  growth  and  comfort  of  the  children  of  God  ;  and  by  meat 
such  truths  as  are  less  necessary  to  be  known,  and  more  difficult  to  be 
understood.  What  those  truths  are  which  he  calls  mt/ib,  mav  be  learn¬ 
ed  from  what  he  proceeded  to  teach  to  the  Corinthians,  after  making 
this  declaration.  They  are  the  same  truths  he  taught  in  all  his  epis¬ 
tles,  and  in  all  his  preaching ;  and  what  he  calls  meat,  we  may  gather 
from  such  truths  as  he  taught  to  others,  but  not  to  the  Corinthians. — 
^  Perhaps  the  connection  of  the  ceromonial  law  with  the  Christian  dis¬ 
pensation,  and  the  things  signified  by  its  various  types  and  shadows, 
and  the  prophecies  respecting  the  millenium,  are  of  this  description. 
He  taught  these  things  to  others,  but  not  to  the  Corinthians.  Many  in 
these  days  af  abounding  error  and  iniquity,  wrest  these  declarations 
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oi  the  apostle,  to  justify  themselves  in  practices  which  the  same  apes^ 
tle  most  pointedly  condemns,  and  which  his  whole  practice  contradicts. 
After  this  conversation,  the  pilgrims  were  taken  to  see  the  rarities 
of  the  house,  which  had  been  shown  to  Christian  and  other  pilgrims 
before ;  after  which  they  returned  to  dinner,  which  was  a  meal  of  the 
same  description  as  their  former  one  ;  and  after  they  had  dined,  they 
sung  the  following  hymn  : 

In  thine  own  wajs,  O  God  of  Love 
We  wait  (he  visits  of  thy  grace ; 

Our  souls’  desire  is  to  thy  name, 

And  the  remembrance  of  thy  face. 


I.iOok  how  rebellious  men  deride 
The  tender  patience  of  our  God  ; 

But  they  shall  feel  thy  lifted  hand. 

And  feel  the  scourges  of  thy  rod. 

Hark  !  the  Eternal  rends  the  sky, 

A  mighty  voice  before  him  goes ; 

A  voice  of  music  to  his  friends. 

But  threat'oing  thunder  to  his  foes. 

Come,  c^dren,  to  your  Fatlier’s  arms. 
Hide  in  the  chambers  of  my  grace, 

Till  the  fierce  storms  be  over-blown, 

And  my  revenging  fury  cease. 

My  sword  shall  boast  its  thousands  alain. 
And  drink  the  blood  of  haughty  kings; 

While  heavenly  peace  around  my  flock 
Stretches  its  soft  and  shady  wings. '  • 

(  To  be  concluded.  J 


Extract  from  Stuart^s  Sermon  on  Atonement, 

God  is  just ;  therefore  he  will  punish  sin  :  and  if  we  read  only  the  1 
boot  of  nature,  must  we  not  say  too,  with  Seneca,  “  therefore  he  can¬ 
not  forgive  it  ?”  But  revelation  discloses  his  attribute  of  mercy  ;  -  and 
mercy  consists  essentially  in  remitting  the  strict  claims  of  justice,  ei¬ 
ther  in  whole  or  in  part.  How  then  shall  God  possess  these  twb  at¬ 
tributes,  and  exercise  them  in  respect  to  our  guilty  rebellious  race  ? 

A  question  which  ages  and  generations”  could  not  answer  ;  a  myste¬ 
ry  hidden  from  them.  A  question  which  philosophy  may  seek  in  vain 
satisfactorily  to  solve.  But  in  the  cross  of  Christ — ^in  his  expiatory 
sufferings  and  death — we ^ may  find  an  answer.  Here,  “mercy  and 
truth  have  met  together ;  righteousness  and  peace  have  embraced 
each  other.”  In  the  agonies  of  Christ,  k  personage  of  such  transcend- 
ant  dignity  and  glory,  we  see  the  terrors  of  divine  justice  displayed  in 
the  most  affecting  manner,  and  are  impressively  taught  what  evil  is  due 
to  sin.  In  the  pardon  purchased  by  his  death,  we  contemplate  the 
riches  of  divine  mercy.  God  might  have  displayed  bis  justice,  indeed^ 
in  the  world  of  perdition,  and  called  us  to  contemplate  it  as  written  in 
characters  that  would  make  us  shudder.  His  mercy  also  he  might 
have  displayed,  by  the  absolute  and  unconditional  pardon  of  sinners, 
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provided  BO  atonement  had  been  made.  But  who  could  look  on  the 
radiance  of  his  simple  justice,' as  exhibited  only  in  such  a  manner, 
without  extinguishing  his  vision  forever  ?  Or  who  could  contemplate 
undiscriminating  and  unconditional  mercy  only,  without  being  influen¬ 
ced  to  forget  the  awful  displeasure  of  God  against  sin,  or  being  embol¬ 
dened  to  continue  in  it  ?  But  in  the  cross  of  Jesus,  his  justice  and  his 
mercy  are  united.  Here  is  the  bright  spot  where  the  effulgence  of 
the  Deity  converges  and  centres.  On  this  we  may  gaze  with  admira¬ 
tion,  with  safety,  with  delight ;  for  here  the  rays  of  eternal  glory  meet 
and  blend,  so  as  to  be  sweetly  attempered  to  our  vision.  The  bow  in 
the  ploud,  where  the  glories  of  the  sun,  the  brightest  image  of  its  Ma¬ 
ke^  in  the  natural  world,  meet  and  mingle,  and  present  to  our  view 
the  delightful  token  that  the  waters  of  a  flood  will  drown  the  earth 
no  more,  is  but  a  faint  emblem  of  the  attempered  glory  which  beams 
from  the  cross  of  Jesus,  the  token  of  deliverance  from  a  flood  more 
awful  than  that  of  Noah. 
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HUMAN  DEPRAVITY 
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^  Man  is  by  nature,  by  which  it  is  to  be  understood,  as  he  is  born  into 
the  world,  as  he  comes  from  the  hands  of  his  Creator,  innocent  and 
pure  ;  free  from  all  moral  corruption,  as  well  as  destitute  of  ail  posi¬ 
tive  holiness  ;  and,  until  be  has,  by  the  exercise  of  his  faculties,  actu<- 
ally  formed  a  character  either  good  or  bad,  an  object  of  the  divine  com¬ 
placency  and  favor.  He  is  by  nature  no  more  iaclined  to  vice  than 
virtue,  and  is  equally  capable,  in  the  o«Hnary  use  of  his  faculties,  and 
with  the  common  assistance  afforded  him,  of  either.— Ware^s  Letters  to 
Trinitarians  and  CalvanistSy  p.  20  and  21. 

The  imagineUion  of  man's  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth.  Gen.  8  ;  21. 

The  heart  of  the  sons  of  men  is  full  of  evily  and  madness  is  in  their 
heart  while  they  live.  Eccles.  9  ;  1 3. 

The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  thingSy  and  desperately  wicked.  Jerem. 

11;  9.  ;  •  •  ‘ 

.  I  insist  that  if  we  take  a  fair  and  full  view,  we  shall  find  that  wickedr 
ness,  far  from  being  the  prevailing  part  of  the  human  character,  makes 
haten  inconsiderable  part  of  it. — Ware's  Letters  p.. 24.  .  . 

The  heart  , of  the  sons  of  men  is  fully  set  in  them  to  do  evil.  Eccles. 

8;  11.  .  :  ' 

:  There  is  accordingly  no  more  propriety  in  speaking  of. sinners,  ns 
being  in  a  state  of  nature,' than  in  saying  that  holy  men  are  in  a  state  of 
nature.*  He  who  follows  after  holiness  and  righteousness  as  truly  fol¬ 
lows  nature,  as  be  .who  indulges  the  sinful  affections.-^lTare’s  jSbuwer 
to  Wood's  Reply y  p.  45.  -  .  > 

Among  whom  we  all  had  our  conversation  in  times  past  in  the  lusts  of 
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our  fltzhy  fulfilling  the  desires  of  the  flesh  and  if  the  mind ;  and  were  by  . 
nature  the  children  of  wrathy  even  as  others.  Eph.  2 ;  3. 

The  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;  for  they  ‘ 
are  foolishness  unto  him :  neither  can  he  know  them^  because  they  are  spir^ 
itually  discerned.  *'l  Cor.  2  ;  14.  v 

Those  now  born  into  the  world  in  Christian  lands,  are  not  in  the 
same  sense  that  these  Ephesians  were,  children  of  wrath  by  nature^  but 
as  these  same  Ephesians  were  after  their  conversion  to  Christianity, 
saved  by  the  grace  of  Gody  quickened  and  raised  from  the  deady  made 
nigh  by  the  blood  of  Christy  fellow  citizens  with  the  saints y  of  the  house* 
hold  of  God.  All  this  language  was  applied  to  the  Ephesians  univer¬ 
sally  after  their  conversion,  and  all  of  it  is  as  applicable  universally 
now  to  those  who  are  Christians  by  birth  ;  as  distinguished  from  those, 
who  are  heathen  by  birth. — Ware^s  LetterSy  p.  47. 

Let  every  person  judge  from  his  own  experience,  and  he  would  as 
soon  believe  that  heaven  is  the  favorite  home  of  pollution,  as  that  the 
natural  character  of  man  is  the  abode  of  nothing  but  pollution. — UniK 
Mis.  1822  ;  p.  200. 

hio  man,  I  am  persuaded,  was  ever  led  by  personal  observation  and 
.  experience  to  the  thought  of  an  original  depravity  of  human  nature^ 
&c. — Wars'* s  LetterSy  p..  29. 

Behold  I  was  shapen  in  iniquity ;  and  in  sin  did  my  mother  conceive 
me.  Psalm  61  ;  5. 

For  I  know  that  in  me  (that  is  in  my  fiesh^  dwelleth  no  good  thing.  . 
Rom.  7  ;  18.  • 

We  have  spoken  of  sinners  as  if  they  were  mere  sinners,  which*  is 
the  most  unfavorable  view  of  the  'subject  that  can  be  taken  for  our 
principles  ;  nor  is  it  a  fair  view  ;  for  in  fact  no  such  persons  exist. — ' 
Christ.  Dis.  1822  ;  p.  463. 

No  person  is  without  some  principles  of  goodness. — Unit.  Mis.  1821  ; 

p.  161. 

There  is  no  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes.  Rom.  3  ;  18. 

And  God  saw  that  the  wickedness  of  man  was  grepLt  in  the  earthy  and 
that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  Only  evil  con- 
tinually*  Gen.  6  ;  5. 

But  upon  analyzing  the  feelings  and  affections  of  sinners,  towards 
God,  we  shall  find  that  they  do  not  in  feet  hate  him,  in  the  strict  and 
philosophical  sense  of  that  word.  We  are  aware  that  the  term  is  often 
used  in  Scripture  to  express  the  state  of  a  sinner  with  respect  to  the 
Deity  ;  but  every  one  knows,  that  the  langu^e  of  scripture  is  not  phi¬ 
losophical  but  popular ;  so  that  although  it  is  certainly  true,  that  sin¬ 
ners  bate  God  in  the  sense  intended  in  scripture,  it  by  no  means  fol¬ 
lows,  that  they  hate  hun  in  the  strict  and  pUlosopbical  sense. — Christ. 
Dis.  1822  ;  p.  451. 

We  think  therefore,  that  we  may  assert  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  it  is  not  in  human  nature  to  bate  infinite  purity. — Christ.  Dis. 
1822  ;  p.  452. 

They  have  both  seen  and  hated  both  me  and  my  Father.  John  15 ;  24. 
Haters^  God.  Rom.  1 ;  30. 

All  men  as  far  as  their  moral  nature  is  concerned,  are  bom  as  much 
%n  the  image  of  God,  at  Adam  was  created.— Unit.  Mis.  1821 ;  p.  157,‘ 
one  man^s  disobedience  many  were  made  sinners.  Rom.  9  ;  16« 
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.  Biography  of  Mr.  Whelpley. 

BIOQRAPHICAL  NOTICE  OP  THE 

REV.  PHILIP  MELANCTHON  WHELPLEY, 

PASTOR  OF  THE  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  NEW-TORK. 

From  a  Funeral  Sermon  preached- tn  that  Church  on  the  26th  of  July, 

the  Rev.  Gardiner  Spring,  D.  D. 

The  Rev.  Philip  Melancthon  Whelpley  was  the  son  of  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Whelpley,  a  respectable  clergyman  of  the  commonwealth  of. 
Massachusetts.  He  was  remarkable  from  the  first  dawning  of  his  boy* 
hood,  for  an  early  maturity  of  talent,  from  which  his  friends  augured 
the  happiest  consequences.  His  avidity  for  knowledge  and  taste  in 
the  selection  of  its  purest  'Sources,  were  observable  at  an  age  when 
other  boys  are  usually  governed  by  instinct  and  animal  feelings  only. 
His 'aspirations  alter  excellence  were  as  ardent  as  they  were  laudable  ; 
and  it  was  evident  to  all  observers,  that  he  was  to  be  a  scholar  and  a 
man  of  literature,  whatever  else  time  might,  or  might  not  make  of  him. 
No  unpropitious  circumstances  could  repress  his  spirit  of  inquiry — no 
other  avocations  prevent  his  mingling  with  the  learned  who  had  left 
their  intellect  at  least,  enshrined  and  vocal  in  the  temple  of  human  sci* 

,  ence.  I  might  indulge  myself  at  large  upon  this  portion  of  his  charac¬ 
ter  and  history,  if  every  thing  of  this  sort,  in  this  solemn  moment,  did 
not  seem  to  me  comparatively  wprthless. 

The  natural  disposition  of  our  departed  friend  was  singularly  com¬ 
posed,  and  well  balanced  ;  his  temperament  full  of  kindness  ;  his  heart 
true  and  firm  in  his  attachments  ;  and  his  feelings  admirably  regulated 
towards  those  who  difiered  from  him  in  judgment,  and  who  in  the 
cross  currents  of  this  life,  might  run  counter  to  him,  as  he  was  steadi¬ 
ly  pursuing  the  path  of  apparent  duty.  The  Apostle  Paul  notes  the 
want  of  natural  affection  among  the  highest  crimes.  In  oiir  brother, 

.  the  ardour  and  faithfulness  of  natural  affection  were  in  the  highest  de¬ 
gree  observable  ;  and  were  it  proper,  I  could  here  refer  to  facts  which 
evidence  a  filial  sentiment,  that  ^e  rarely  surpassed. 

But  the  place  in  which  1  stand  warns  me  against  dwelling  upon  what 
are  at  best  but  mortal  characteristics.  I  hasten  to  speak  of  what  defin¬ 
ed  his  character  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  stamped  it  with  excellence 
for  eternity.  Religiously  brought  up  as  he  was  from  hi^  infancy,  his 
training  led  to  more  than  a  quick  moral  sense,  until  about  his  eigh¬ 
teenth  year,  when  God  was  pleased  to  send  his  law  in  its  power,  as 
a  feharp  sword  into  his  heart,  and  he  became  under  the  ministry  of  the 
Rjev.  Dr.  Richards,  in  Newark,  the  subject  of  pungent  and  lasting  con¬ 
victions.  1  have  heard  him  speak  of  this  period  and  these  convic¬ 
tions,  with  a  modesty  and  difiidence  that  were  most  exemplary  and 
gratifying.  In  a  revival  of  religion  in  the  fii^t  congregation  in  that 
town,  which  took  place  shortly  after  this,  he  found  that  the  Lord  was 
nigh,  not  only  to  convict  and  to  bruise,  but  also  to  pardon  and  heal ; 
and,  as  he  humbly  hoped,  he  then  submitted  himself  to  the  righteous¬ 
ness  of  God  as  a  sinner,  and  sought  and  found  mercy  in  the  Redeemer. 
His  evidences  of  conversion  were  ample,  and  he  was  received  into  the . 
communion  of  that  church  a  few  months  after. 

^  From  this  period,  his  friends  earnestly  desired  the  consecration  of 
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his  talents  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  ;  and  the  spirit  of  God  as  we  be¬ 
lieve,  made  him  feel,  “  wo  is  me  if  I  preach  not  the  Gospel.”  He 
pursued  the  necessary  preparatory  studies,  and  was  licensed  to  preach 
by  the  Presbytery  of  Jersey  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen. 

It  was  among  his  earnest  wishes  at  this  time,  to  devote  himself  to 
the  work  of  a  missionary  of  Christ  to  foreign  lands.  A  lively  zeal  pos¬ 
sessed  him  to  bear  the  standard  of  the  cross  far  away  into  the  lands  of 
the  aliens,  to  bring  them  under  the  saving  dominion  of  his  Lord.  With 
a  happy  emulation  of  the  example  of  Brainerd^  he  would  have  prayed 
to  become  a  star,  where  the  wilderness  embosoms  in  its  darkness  the 
path  of  life,  and  the  tomb  of  death,  to  its  wandering  inhabitants.  But- 
the  providence  of  God  set  up  insuperable  obstacles  to  the  fulfilment  of 
these  wishes,  and  led  him  to  make  his  first  essay  in  the  work  of  a  min¬ 
ister  of  Christ  in  the  spot  where  I  now  stand.  He  was  then  not  twen¬ 
ty  years  of  age,  and  you  remember  the  enchanting  appearance  of  his 
youth,  the  gracefulness  of  his  manner,  the  elegance  of  his  diction, 
the  melody  of  his  voice,  and  the  eloquence  of  his.t bought.  For  my¬ 
self,  I  must  confess  1  have  never  known  the  man  who  filled  the  sacred  j 
desk  with  more  propriety  than  he  filled  it,  or  who  in  the  judgment  of 
an  intelligent  and  refined  auditory,  was  more  deservedly  popular.  ' 

Yoii  soon  selected  him  to  be  your  pastor.  He  came  a  stripling  into 
this  most  arduous  field  with  only  the  God  of  David  for  his  sufficient  • 
support.  The  rest  you  know.  You  know  all  the  trials  of  his  life,  the  % 
circuit  of  his  labour,  the  measure  of  his  success.  But  you  do  not  know  ' 
the  tears  with  which  his  couch  has  been  watered,  while  he  lamented 
over  such  multitudes  who  rejected  his  message  ;  while  he  bewailed 
the  lethargy  of  professors  of  Christ’s  name  among  you,  while  he  saw 
evils  he  could  not  remedy,  and  poisons  circulating  which  he  knew 
must  kill.  You  can  never  know  to  the  true  extent,  how  his  heart  rose 
in  inexpressible  emotion,  when  he  felt  the  weight  of  his  responsibility,  . 
and  saw  so  many  in  this  ancient  fortress  of  the  faith,  in  the  condition  of 
the  chnrch  at  Laodicea,  and  liable  to  the  same  commination.  At  length 
it  pleased  God  to  hear  his  prayer,  and  about  two  years  since,  there  was 
a  ps^ial  out  pouring  of  the  Holy  spirit  upon  this  people,  over  which 
we  tnist  there  was  joy  in  heaven.  But  the  harvest  was  short.  The  ' 
season  and  approach  of  yellow  fever  turned  this  part  of  our  city  into 
desolation,  and  when  the  time  of  labour  returned,  the  soil  bad  harden¬ 
ed,  and  little  fruit  was  subsequently  reaped  from  sdl  the  seed  that  was 
sown..  Still,  the  spiritual  interests  of  this  church  daily  improved,  and 
your  pastor  became  more  abundant  in  labours.  Since  that  time  until 
he  was  suddenly  arrested,  the  concern  of  his  friends  and  the  advice  of 
his  physician  could  not  restrain  him  from  working  while  it  was  called 
to-day.  He  has  answered  already  for  the  manner,  you  are  yet  to  an¬ 
swer  for  the  effect  ;>f  those  labours. 

But  I  hasten  to  the  last  weeks  of  his  life.  In  the  month  of  March  he 
unexpectedly  ruptured  a  blood  vessel,  and  the  hemorrhage  was  so 
*  great  that  his  life  was  considered  in  immediate  danger.'  He  gradually 
recovered  so  as  to  be  able  to  take  a  journey,  but  the  eventual  conse¬ 
quence  of  this  affliction  we-  now  deplore.  His  mind  was  singularly 
calm  from  the  first  moment  in  view  of  his  probable  departure.  His 
apprehension  of  .the  saving  power  of  the  doctrines  he  had  inculcated 
was  unclouded,  and  his  confidence  in  Christy  our  righteousness  and 
strength,  unshaken. 
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Diiring  the  few  days  just  before  his  death,  he  continued  to  express' 
himself  with  unabated  hope  in  the  fountain  of  mercy  which  Christ  has 
opened  by  his  own  blood.  When  apprised  of  his  immediate  danger, 
he  said,  “his  own  hopes  of  recovery  had  been  feeble  and  when  ’ ' 

questioned  as  to  bis  present  views  of  this  world  and  the  next,  he  said 

that  “  though  he  could  not  boast  of  an  unusual  share  of  animal  courage, 
yet  he  feared  not  the  approach  of  death,  if  his  labors  were  ended.” — 

At  this  period  his  mind  appeared  more  than  ever  to  be  tenderly  exer¬ 
cised  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his  chatrge.  He  remarked  that  “if  it 
were  given  to  him  to  see  the  Spirit  of  God  once  poured  out  upon  this 
church,  and  he  could  be  in  a  frame  of  mind  suitable  to  it  for  a  season, 
then  he  could  gladly  depart.”  Upon  being  asked  in  what  peculiar  as- 
pect  the  heavenly  world  appeared  to  him  now,  and  what  encouraged 
his  hopes,  he  remarked  that  “  the  God  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Father  of  glory  made  known  the  hope  of  his  calling,  and  the  riches  of 
the  glory  of  his  inheritance  in  the  saints  and  his  mighty  power  which 
he  wrought  in  Christ  when  he  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and  set  him 
at  his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places.  Among  his  dying  exer¬ 
cises,  the  reading  a  portion  of  the  14th  chapter  of  John’s  gospel  had  a 
place  and  he  again  said,  “  he  had  no  desire  to  remain,  if  his  work  was 
concluded.” 

Upon  being  asked  three  days  before  his  death,  as  to  the  clearness  of 
his  views' and  hopes,  he  communicated,  that  “  although  his  mind  was 
not  filled  with  any  distressing  doubts,  yet  he  had  not  that,  fullness  of 
consolation  which  he  desired.”  But  the  shadows  gradually  departed 
.  as  he  approached  the  light  of  eternity,  until  toward  the  close  of  life  be 
used  the  strong  language,  that  “  he  had  not  a  doubt. Among  his  last 
expressions,  he  was  heard  to  say,  “  The  Lord  Jesus  is  near.  The  will 
of  the  Lord  be  done  I” 

His  patience  in  his  sufferings  was  wonderful  ;  and  the  most  delight¬ 
ful  humility  characterized  his  dying  thoughts.  '  Indeed  this  humility — 
this  meek,  submissive  frame  of  soul-r^his  child-like  receiving  the  pre¬ 
cious  consolations  of  the  gospel  and  foretastes  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
are  particularly  to  be  noticed.  He  spoke  of  “  his  own  unworthiness 
as  a  sinner” — of  the  “great  imperfection  with  which  he  had  served 
his  Master,”  in  most  affecting  terms  ;  but  said  “  his  desire  was  rather 
to  depart,"if  it  were  God’s  will.” 

He  retained  his  consciousness,  and  the  perfect  exercise  of  his  facul¬ 
ties  to  the  last  instant  of  time  that  the  soul  inhabited  its  clay  ;  and  the 
love  of  Christ,  and  peace  of  God,  and  light  of  heaven,  rested  on  him 
with  increasing  brightness  to  the  latest  moment. 

When  he  took  his  farewell  of  his  babe,  and  could  do  no  more  than 
lay  his  hand  upon  it,  with  strong  emotion  he  uttered,  “God  be  his  fa¬ 
ther  for  ever  and  for  ever !”  And  when  he  parted  with  his  wife,  and 
V  could  no  longer  speak,  he  took  her  hand  and  pressed  it,  and  pointed 
with  the  other  to  heaven. — And  thus  he  died. 

Yes,  thus  he  departed,  in  the  30th  year  of  bis  age,  leaving  a  wife 
and  two  children,  a  numerous  circle  of  relatives  and  friends,  a  beloved 
church  and  congregation,  to  bleed  at  the  heart  at  each  remembrance 
of  his  removal.  God  grant  his  blessing  and  guidance  to  the  two  little 
ones,-  before  whom  in  the  course  of  life,  all  dangers  and  trials  stand  ! 
May  the  end  show  that  the  bosom  of  the  qhurch  aiul  the  rest  which 
Christ  hath  purchased,  remain  for  them  ! 
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But  enough  of  this  interesJting  and  melancholy  review.  However 
precious  his  memory,  his  excellencies  as  a  man,  and  a  minister  of  the 
gospel,  do  but  embitter  the  cup  which  our  hearenly  Father  calls  us  to 
drink.  “The  Lord  gave  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  and  blessed 
be  the  name  of  the  Lord.’^ 


APHORISMS.  ^ 

Outward  comforts  are  like  the  rotten  twigs  of  a  tree — they  may  be 
touched,  but  if  they  are  trusted  to,  or  rested  upon,  they  will  certainly^ 
deceive  and  fail  us. 

If  we  cannot  go  to  the  Jiouse  of  the  Lord,  we  may  go  to  the  Lord  of 
the  house,  and  in  him  be* happy. 

The  promises  of  God,  like  a  well  drawn  picture,  look  on  all,  who, 
with  an  eye  of  faith,  look  on  them.  They  also,  like  the  beams  of  the 
sun,  enter  the  poor  man’s  cottage  as  freely  as  they  do  the  king’s  pal¬ 
ace. 


•  ANECDOTES^ 

A  REPROOF  TO  SLEEPERS. 

It  is  related  of  John  Lassenius,  the  chaplain  of  the  Danish  court,  who 
died  at  Copenhagen  in  1682,  that  having  for  a  long  time  perceived  to 
his  vexation,  that  during  his  sermon,  the  greatest  part  of  his  congrega¬ 
tion  fell  asleep,  he  suddenly  stopped,  pulled  a  shuttlecock  from  his 
pocket,  and  began  to  play  with  it  in  the  pulpit.  A  circumstance  so  ex¬ 
traordinary,  naturally  attracted  the  attention  of  that  part  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  who  were  still  awake.  They  jogged  ihose  who  were  sleeping^, 
and  in  a  short  time  every  body  was  lively  and  looking  to  the  pulpit  with 
the  greatest  astonishment.  This  was  just  what  Lassenius  wished,  for 
he  immediately  began  a  most  severe  castigatory  discourse,  saying — 
“  When  1  announce  to  you  sacred  and  important  truths,  you  are  not 
ashamed  to  go  to  sleep ;  but  when  I  play  the  fodl,  you  are  all  eye  and 
all  ear.” 

LONG  PRAYERS. 

Whitefield  was  one  evening  at  a  geqtleman’s  house,  and  at  the  hour 
of  family  worship,  the  gentleman  prayed.  He  was  immoderately  long, 
and  when  he,  at  length,  concluded,  Whitefield  said  to  him,  Sir,  you 
prayed  me  into  a  good  frame>  and  you  prayed  me  out  of  it  again.” 
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.  From  the  Religious  Intelligencer. 

CONNECTICUT  BRANCH  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TRACT  50CIETT. 

The  Committee  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  and  the  Director* 
of  the  Hartford  Evangelical  Tract  Society^  are  happy  to  mention  the 
nnion  of  the  two  Institutions,  on  conditions  which  they  believe  will  be 
altogether  satisfactory  to  the  friends  ol  eachr  The  Hartford  Society, 
which  has  a  series  of  Tracts,  consisting  of  fifty-seven  numbers,  with 
about  J£00  annual  receipts,  and  which  has  published  in  eight  years  near 
400,000  Tracts,  has  become  the  Connecticut  Branch  of  the  American 
Tract  Society ;  and  its  surplus  funds  will  be  devoted  annually  to  aid  the 
Parent  Society  in  increasing  the  number  of  its  publications,  and  estab^ 
lishing  new  depositories  in  the  destitute  parts  of  the  United  States. — 
The  American  Society’s  depository  at  Hartford  is  united  with  that  of 
the  Hartford  Society’s,  and  contains  a  variety  of  about  liOO  Tracts. 

The  friends  of  Tracts  throughout  New-England  may  now  feel  that 
they  are  united  not  only  in  heart  and  purpose,  but  externally  and  in 
form.  The  Branch  Society  and  every  auxiliary  disposes  of  its  own 
funds  ;  supplies,  as  far  as  practicable,  its  own  neighborhood,  and  the 
destitute  whom  Providence  presents  as  the  immediate  objects  ol  its  be¬ 
nevolence  ;  and  at  the  same  time  commits  a  portion  of  its  funds  to  the 
Parent  Society  to  aid  in  the  grand  enterprize  of  supplying  10,000,000 
of  people,  and  the  millions  of  their  posterity  who  may  be  scattered 
throughout  all  our  territory,  with  these  means  of  divine  knowledge. 

.  The  union,  it  is  believed,  wilt  be  especially  gratifying  to  the  friends  of 
the  cause  in  Connecticut,  who  can  now  lend  their  aid  either  to  the  Pa¬ 
rent  Society,  or  the  Branch,  and  know  that  they  are  co-operating  with 
the  friends  of  both  institutions. 

Orders  for  Tracts  at  Hartford  may  hereafter  he  addressed  to 
Charles  Hosmtr^  Agent  Connecticut  Branch  American  Tract  Society, 

Auxiliary  Societies  will  be  furnished  with  Tracts  at  the  usual  dis¬ 
count. 

Subscriptions  will  be  received. as  above,  for  the  American  Tract  Ma^ 

gazine^  issued  once  in  two  months,  hy  the  American  Tract  Society _ 

price  50  cents  a  year.  The  patronage  of  the  public  to  this  work  is 
solicited. 

The  Christian  Almanac^  for  1825,  may  be  had  at  the  Depository  in 
large  or  small  quantities. 


RELIGION  IN  BUENOS  AYRES.  . 

k 

In  the  month  of  February  last,  Mr.  Parvin,  at  Buenos  Ayres,  issued  . 
proposals  for  opening  an  Academy ;  being  recommended  hy  Mr.  Rod¬ 
ney,  the  American  Minister,  and  other  distinguished  characters.  In 
the  course  of  two  months,  the  school  increased  to  about  20  scholars, 
chiefly  natives  of  the  city,  and  sons  of  influential  men.  The  English 
New  Testament  was  one  of  the  class  books.  A  Sabbath  School  for 
Protestant  children  has  likewise  been  established,  at  which  there  were 
about  20  children,  who  seemed  much  interested  in  the  instructions  they 
received. — Religious  worship  has  been  commenced  at  the  house  of  a 


Poetry^  ' 

pious  English  friend,  where  Messrs.  Brigham  and  Parvin  preach  every 
Sabbath,  and  hold  one  or  more  evening  meetings  during  each  week. 
They  regard  the  field  of  their  usefulness  as  constantly  extending,  and 
do  not  despair  of  a  free  toleration  of  religion,  erelong,  by  order  of 
the  government.  The  Protestant  population  of  Buenos  Ayres  is  esti¬ 
mated. at  between  3000  and  4000. — Boston  Telegraph. 
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FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

^  IMPROMPTU. 

®n  seeing  a  Flower  of  uncommon  beauty  ^  while  walking  alone  in  a  grov^ 

a  deep  Jarkling  forest’s  shade, 

A  beauteous  wild  flower  caught  my  eye  ; 

No  sun  had  leave  its  chai;ms  t’  invade — 

™  No  spoiler  waste  its  heavenly  dye. 

•  •  ^ 

,  No  garden’s  pride  could  e’er  surpass 

The  forms  and  hues  of  this' sweet  flower. 

Or  form  a  more  instructive  glass. 

So  true  to  life — to  all  its  power. 

% 

•No  art  nor  culture  dares  to  vie 

With  Nature  in  this  forest’s  shade. — 

Thus  to  some  blest  retreat  I’ll  hie. 

Where  nought  true  virtue  can  invade. 

There  to  behold  its  golden  hues,  ^  ^ 

,  There  to  admire  its  purer  flame, 

There  pay  to  Nature  all  her  dues. 

There  celebrate  Jehovah’s  name —  .  .  • 

There  listen  to  the  notes  of  love 

Which  swell  the  anthem  of  the  shade  ^ 

There  hear  the  warblers  of  the  grove, 

The  sweet  melodious  chorus  aid. 

This  song  will  charm  an  Angel’s  ear. 

Though  man  is  deaf  to  every  strain  5  ;  ;  . 

Jehovah  will  be  honor’d  here. 

Though  doubts  in  sceptic  minds  may  reign.  • 

•  •  V  •-■4. 

These  woods  and  wilds  are  full  of  God,  . 

Though  by  the  foot  of  man  ne’er  trod. 

Pencil’d  with  rays  of  heavenly  light, 

They  magnify  Jehovah’s  might. 

CYPARISSA.  ' 
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